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President’s Report 
…by Bill Turner 
 
 
 

his year marks The Land Conservancy’s fifth anniversary.  In 
looking back over the accomplishments of the past five years, I 
believe we all can be justly proud of what has been done in 
such a short period of time.  It’s a credit to our hard work.  It’s 

a credit to our ability to work together cooperatively with so many 
people and so many different organizations.  And it’s a credit to the 
support we have received from our members, our donors, our 
volunteers and the many others who care so passionately about 
protecting our environment and preserving those special places that 
make British Columbia such a wonderful place to live. 
 
TLC has grown dramatically over five years.  With 1200 members, over 
500 volunteers, thousands of other donors, and many thousands of 
other supporters, TLC has established itself as one of the leading 
conservation organizations in the province.  Well respected by 
government, private sector businesses and non-government agencies 
alike, TLC has demonstrated that when people come together with 
passion and determination they truly can make a difference. 
 
And that means that – so far – over 86,000 acres of important habitat 
has been protected forever:  coastal forests, marine waterfront and 
islands, grasslands and range areas, significant urban greenspace, 
wetlands and riparian areas.  Over 100 properties, in most parts of the 
province, will be preserved for future generations to enjoy. Also, 
significant cultural and heritage properties, including Abkhazi Garden 
and Ross Bay Villa and Wildwood, have been protected and are being 
restored. 
 
This past year has been somewhat of a roller-coaster ride for TLC.  It 
has been, without a doubt, a difficult year in terms of raising funds.  
The ongoing weakness in the economy, coupled with the tragic events 
of last September 11, has put severe constraints on people’s ability to 
donate to charities like TLC. We are not the only ones feeling this – all 
charities are facing similar challenges. 
 
However, in the midst of these challenges, we have been able to 
accomplish some remarkable things:  we concluded a major purchase of 
665 acres on Salt Spring Island, added to Horth Hill Park in Saanich, 
negotiated the purchase of Thwaytes Landing in the North Vancouver 
area, purchased additional land for the Wycliffe Wildlife Corridor near 
Kimberley, completed several new covenants in the Okanagan and on 
Vancouver Island.  At the same time we paid down all of our existing 
mortgages on other properties, and continued to grow and develop our 
organization.  This Annual Report highlights many of those 
accomplishments. 
 

T 

“With 1200 members, 
over 500 volunteers, 
thousands of other 
donors, and many 
thousands of other 
supporters, TLC has 
established itself as 
one of the leading 
conservation 
organizations in the 
province.” 
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It’s in challenging times like this, that we most recognize the strengths 
and abilities of the people we work with.  Our volunteers are 
tremendous.  We could not succeed without them, and I want to 
publicly thank everyone who has helped, in any way, to make TLC such 
a success. 
 
In particular, I would like to recognize the contribution of the Board of 
Directors.  Collectively and individually, they have been a tower of 
strength and have consistently provided sound, thoughtful and 
insightful direction for TLC development.  They deserve a huge round 
of thanks. 
 
And finally, I want to publicly acknowledge the work of our staff team.  
They all work tremendously hard, putting in far more hours and energy 
than they are compensated for.  Their dedication and their passion, 
their skill and their creativity, their vision and their attention to detail 
have helped build TLC into a truly effective organization.  We are 
indeed fortunate to have such a strong team, and we owe them a lot. 
 
TLC is modeled on the National Trust in Great Britain which, after 
more than 100 years of operations, has shown what can be 
accomplished over time.  We, too, are here for the long term.  We’ve 
only just begun this tremendous journey together, and we have so 
much more to do.  Many wild areas around the province continue to be 
threatened, our heritage is under pressure and our quality of life is at 
risk.  But I know that with the continued support of our friends, we will 
succeed in building a strong legacy for the future. 
 
 
 
 
Special Announcement 
 
I am delighted to be able to announce that Her Honour, Iona 
Campagnolo, Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia has generously 
agreed to serve as Honorary Patron for TLC The Land Conservancy of 
British Columbia. 
 
A long-time supporter of TLC and a strong advocate for conservation 
in our province and our country, the Lieutenant-Governor’s willingness 
to associate her name and her office with TLC is a tremendous step 
forward for our organization and our cause. 
 
We look forward to a strong and productive relationship. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
…by Kate Stewart 
 
 
 

he tremendous pace of growth that TLC has experienced since 
our inception continued throughout most of the past year.  We 
have continued to expand our reach into new areas, acquiring 

and protecting several more significant properties.  We continued to 
pay down our existing mortgages on properties acquired during 
previous years.  And we continued to expand the programming and 
management activities on our existing properties. 
 
All of this growth, of course, put increasing demands on our time and 
resources, and, as a result, we found it necessary to increase our staffing 
and our infrastructure to be able to manage the necessary workload.  
Accordingly our operating costs have increased since last year.   
 
Included with this report are our unaudited financial statements.  
Copies of the full audited statements are available on request.  During 
the past year, our auditor informed us that she would be unavailable to 
continue with our audit work, so the Board of Directors appointed the 
accounting firm MacPherson Flanagan Fletcher & Pickstone as our 
new auditors.  This company has a great deal of experience working 
with non-profit organizations, and we believe they will provide ongoing 
excellent service to TLC. 
 
As can be seen from the financial statements, TLC’s total revenues this 
year were close to $5 million.  This is a slight drop from the previous 
year, which is due to a significant reduction in grant revenue.  (The 
previous year included one very large grant from the federal 
government for the purchase of the Sooke Hills property.)  Most of our 
other revenue sources increased dramatically from the previous year – 
memberships were up almost 40%, donations were up almost 25%, and 
donations in kind were up over 300% (reflecting a couple of major gifts 
of property).   
 
The financial statements show total direct expenditures of 
approximately $2.5 million, down very slightly from the previous year.  
A closer analysis shows significant increases in most operating costs 
sizeable reduction in donations to other agencies (this reflects the fewer 
property transfers that were made for dedication as parks during the 
year).   
 
While cash flow was extremely tight during much of the year, we have 
managed to come through in relatively robust shape.  Our balance 
sheet shows that our total assets have increased to almost $15 million, 
an increase of more than $3 million (25%).  Most of this is due to an 
increase in our land assets, which rose to over $14 million. 

 

T 

“It will be difficult 
and costly, but it is 
only with thoughtful 
reflection and with 
hopeful action that 
we can pass on to our 
children’s children a 
world worth keeping. 
We think that it is 
worth paying the 
price. Please join us 
in building a legacy 
to last.”  

- Birgit and  
  Robert Bateman 
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At the same time, our total liabilities increased to about $6.5 million, 
most of which is accounted for by our mortgages and some long-term 
private loans.  This represents only a marginal increase (7%) from the 
previous year.  It is important to note that a good portion of our 
mortgage liability is backed by agreements with regional governments, 
which allows them to fund their share of parkland costs over time. 
 
TLC continues to benefit from our tremendous support base.  Most of 
our support during the past year – even though it was a difficult year 
economically – came directly from donations (42%).  We also received 
considerable support from a number of charitable foundations as well 
as from all levels of government, through grants which have been made 
to us for specific acquisitions, to help offset wage costs, or for other 
specific projects.  In the past year grants made up about 28% of our 
total revenue.  Donations in kind are primarily donations of property 
which often have tremendous monetary value as well as the ecological 
or heritage values that are to be preserved.  These donations amounted 
to 25% of our total revenue.  All of our other income sources total 
approximately 5%.  Chart 1 below shows the relative proportions of 
our revenue sources. 
 
 

TLC Revenue Sources - 2001/2

Donations
42%

Events
1%

Grants
28%

TLC 
Enterprises

2%

Donations in 
Kind
25%

Other Income
1% Memberships

1%

 
 
It’s no surprise that most of the revenue raised by TLC is specifically 
earmarked for our property acquisitions.  However, in order to 
function effectively we must also continue to build our staff base and 
our infrastructure, rent offices, insure our properties, produce 
brochures and other materials, etc.  While we strive to keep our 
administrative, operational and management costs as low as possible, 
they do increase as our responsibilities and our organization grow.  
Chart 2 below shows a breakdown of our expenditures in the past year. 
 
As this chart shows, over 50% of our funds are spent directly on new 
acquisitions or paying down the mortgages of previous acquisitions.  
Almost 30% more is spent on program delivery, which includes 
ongoing management and maintenance of our properties, as well as the 
provision of visitor access and programs.   

Chart 1 

“Previous 
generations had the 
foresight to create 
some protected green 
space for future 
generations to enjoy. 
I am grateful to the 
people who restored 
and protected our 
historical buildings 
and made it the right 
thing to do. Now it is 
our turn to leave 
similar legacies.”  
      - Shellie Gudgeon 
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TLC Expenditures - 2001/2002

Debt Repayment
9% Property Transfers

7%

Acquisition Costs
44%

Program Delivery
26%

Fundraising Costs
5%

Administration
9%

 
 
This was another active year for TLC, with a number of new projects 
concluded.  Table 1 below lists the properties that were protected 
during the past year.  For more details on these properties, and other 
TLC acquisitions and covenants, please see Appendix 4. 
 
 
Purchases   
Salt Spring Island 269 ha around Burgoyne Bay, to 

become a Regional Park 
$2 million 

Wycliffe Wildlife 
Corridor 

2nd phase of a 6 phase project 
near Cranbrook 

$353,000 

Thwaytes Landing 53 ha on Indian Arm near North 
Vancouver.  Purchase and 
fundraising are underway 

$520,000 

Horth Hill 5 ha addition to Horth Hill Park 
in North Saanich 

$60,000 

Gifts   
Syringa Creek 22 ha eco-gift from a family near 

Castlegar 
$156,500 

Copeland Property 1 ha donation along Shawnigan 
Lake from a donor in North 
Vancouver 

$425,000 

Covenants   
Annis Covenant 24 ha in the Purcell Mountains 

near Invermere 
 

Max Lake Covenant 6 ha of wetland habitat on the 
West Bench near Penticton 

 

Braithwaite Covenant Approx 12 ha of mixed 
woodland on Salt Spring Is. 

 

Salt Spring Island 
Covenant 

Approx 280 ha of forest land on 
Salt Spring Is. 

$520,000 

 
In addition to these new projects, TLC was able to pay a total of 
$1,323,569 off the principal of our existing mortgages during 2001-
2002 and a further $340,000 in interest payments.  While we do not 
really want to take on mortgages to acquire property, the pressure to 
move quickly to protect valuable properties before they are lost, has 

Chart 2 

Table 1 – Properties Protected in 2001/2 

“I want to help create 
parks and protect 
special places 
because these are 
things I can give my 
grand-nieces that will 
last forever and will 
benefit other people’s 
children and 
grandchildren too.”  
      - Jack Eldridge 
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necessitated this approach.  We do not yet have a Reserve Fund that 
would allow us to purchase property outright.  We are, however, trying 
to address this with a new approach to fundraising (see the article on 
fundraising later in this Annual Report). 
 
We recognize that taking out mortgages to protect property is a higher 
risk strategy.  It is always far more difficult to raise funds once people 
perceive that the threat to the property has been removed.  Finding the 
funds to pay off a mortgage is a considerable challenge, and it is 
important that we continue to remind our supporters, and the public in 
general, that these properties are not fully protected until they are 
completely paid for. 
 
Table 2 below lists our outstanding mortgages.  In some cases, these 
mortgages are secured by arrangements with government (indicated 
with superscript (1).   In other cases, ongoing fundraising is required.  
Those indicated with an asterisk (*) will be fully paid off during the fall 
of 2002. 
 
 
Property Mtg Amount Paid in 01/2 Remaining 
South Winchelsea Is* $445,000 $100,000 $95,000 
Ross Bay Villa $225,000 $3,453  $182,171 
Abkhazi 1 $1,000,000 $100,000 $800,000 
Abkhazi 2 $80,000 $4,000 $76,000 
Abkhazi 3 $70,000 $922 $69,078 
Ayum Creek  $182,250 $1923 $103,241 
Qualicum Bat House $45,000 $605 $37,916 
Nanaimo River 1(1) $125,000 $41,667 $83,333 
Nanaimo River 2 $10,000 $3,333 $6,667 
Harper Property* $200,000 $100,000 $100,000 
Cowichan River* $33,332 $16,666 $16,666 
Wildwood 1 $600,000 $141,000 $379,000 
Wildwood 2 $90,000 $10,000 $80,000 
Sooke Hills(2) $2,400,000 $600,000 $1,800,000 
Salt Spring Is(3) $1,000,000 $200,000 $800,000 
Thwaytes Landing $500,000 --- $500,000 
(1) Secured by $50,000 annual contribution from the Regional District of Nanaimo. 
(2) Secured by $600,000 annual contribution from the Capital Regional District. 
(3) Secured by $200,000 annual contribution from the Capital Regional District. 
 
It is clear that TLC must continue to work extremely hard to keep up 
with our growth and our success.  We will, of course, continue to seek 
funds to protect important properties, but, in order to sustain our 
activities at the current level, we must also build revenues which 
directly support our operations.  Significantly increasing our 
membership base, for example, will provide ongoing sustaining funds 
that we can count on year after year.  Building a strong infrastructure 
will ensure we have the means to accomplish our real objectives – 
protecting those special places which mean so much to us all.  We are 
well on our way. 

Table 2 – Mortgages Paid in 2001/2 

“As a real estate 
agent of 22 years, I 
know that 
maintaining the 
special quality of this 
region requires 
balancing areas to be 
developed with the 
preservation of some 
of its most special 
features…I need you 
to join me in leaving 
a legacy of special 
places for future 
generations 

- Barrie Hewstan 
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CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
APRIL 30, 2002 

 
NOTICE TO READER 

 
We have compiled the consolidated balance sheet of TLC The Land Conservancy of British Columbia as at April 30, 2002 and the 
consolidated statements of operations and changes in fund balances, changes in funds invested in capital assets and cash flows for the 
year then ended from information provided by management.  We have not audited, reviewed or otherwise attempted to verify the 
accuracy or completeness of such information.  Readers are cautioned that these statements may not be appropriate for their purposes. 
 

MACPHERSON FLANAGAN FLETCHER & PICKSTONE 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

Victoria, British Columbia September 12, 2002 
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Report on Activities 
…by Ian Fawcett, Deputy Executive Director 
 
 
 

here’s an old saying, Nothing succeeds like success.  That is 
proving to be very true for The Land Conservancy as we 
continue to establish ourselves as one of the most dynamic 

conservation organizations in B.C.  We are rapidly gaining a reputation 
as an organization that gets things done…and with that reputation 
come considerably greater opportunities but also greater demands on 
our resources. 
 
Whether it’s local groups and land trusts wanting us to help preserve 
areas of significant ecological value, or individuals wanting to ensure 
their property can be protected for future generations, whether it’s long 
range planning with our regional and provincial government partners, 
or simply opportunities that arise due to impending development or 
property sales, there are an increasing number of projects coming our 
way ever day. 
 
To respond to this, TLC has made some major changes throughout the 
past year that will better position us to be able to meet the challenges 
that are before us. 
 
The major structural change has been to divide our Interior Region into 
three new regions (Okanagan, Kootenay and Northern Regions), each 
with its own manager, and each dedicated to focusing on stewardship, 
acquisition and covenant projects within its geographic area.  We have 
now established offices in Penticton and Kimberley, and we also set up 
a new Northern office in Kamloops, during the spring/summer season.  
Along with our Vancouver Island Region (based in Victoria) and Lower 
Mainland Region (based in our Vancouver office), we are now 
established in most areas of the province and able to respond more 
effectively to local needs and opportunities.  As part of this 
reorganization, our Interior Manager and Deputy Executive Director, 
Nichola Walkden, has decided to concentrate her efforts on developing 
TLC’s agricultural programs.  She will also serve as a special advisor to 
the Executive Director, working on special projects.  Ian Fawcett will 
take on the role of Deputy Executive Director, looking after day-to-day 
operations and thus allowing Bill Turner more time to concentrate on 
strategic development, acquisitions and fundraising. 
 
The most challenging part of our work is to find the financial resources 
needed to fund our operations and to make the deals and the 
acquisitions necessary to protect our environment and our preserve our 
heritage.  To address this, we have made a major organizational change 
with our development (fundraising) team.  This team has been 
expanded with dedicated fundraisers in the Victoria and Vancouver 
areas, and we hope soon to expand this across the province.  
 

T 
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As the starting point of this much enhanced fundraising strategy, we 
launched the Ours Forever campaign in the Capital Region.  This is a 
10-year, $30 million campaign to protect the Region’s special places. 
Under the direction of campaign manager Kari Frazer, Ours Forever is 
designed to focus on attracting major donors and to encourage planned 
giving, thus building a strong financial foundation for TLC’s future. 
 
TLC’s partnerships and influence have also continued to expand over 
the past year.  Bill Turner has been reappointed as the chairperson of 
the Land Trust Alliance of B.C., a coordinating body for all land trusts 
in the province.  He has also been appointed as the chair of the South 
Okanagan Similkameen Conservation Program, after serving as vice-
president the previous year.  This is a coordinating body comprising 
government, non-governmental agencies and local groups in the region.  
TLC was instrumental in establishing a similar group, the East 
Kootenay Conservation Program, in that area of the province.  Both 
Bill and Nichola Walkden continue to serve on the Board of the 
Grasslands Conservation Council, and TLC director Bob Peart is the 
past chair of that Council.  We have also been asked to play a role on 
two influential international groups, the Pacific Coast Joint Venture and 
the Canadian Inter-Mountain Joint Venture, which bring together 
provincial and federal governments, along with U.S. state governments 
and NGOs, to focus on bird habitat.  TLC has also joined with the 
other major land trusts in the province, along with federal and 
provincial government representatives under the Pacific Estuary 
Program, to coordinate habitat acquisition activities in the south coastal 
area.  
 
The growth in TLC’s activities has also dramatically increased the 
amount of administrative work required to support those activities.  
Our head office team has been making constant adjustments and 
improvements to keep up with the volume of mail, increasing 
memberships and other activities, and we have made some structural 
changes with our accounting and processing staff to help meet TLC’s 
many needs. 
 
 The following regional and program reports provide more details on 
our year’s activities.  All in all, it’s been a challenging but very successful 
year.  And we’re looking forward to an even better year coming up! 
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REGIONAL REPORTS 
 
Vancouver Island Region 
…by Eileen Palmer, Regional Manager 
 
 
 

t is hard to believe that in just five short years, TLC has been able 
to protect over 4400 acres of important habitat and properties 
along B.C.’s west coast.   We are proud to be able to say that these 

lands include endangered Garry oak and Douglas-fir ecosystems, as 
well as a rare 1865 heritage cottage and important, horticulturally 
significant gardens.  In protecting these properties, we have also 
protected many rare and vulnerable species of plants and animals, and 
we have helped to strengthen our province’s heritage legacy. 
 
Within this past year, The Land Conservancy has celebrated new land 
acquisitions and registrations of new conservation covenants.  In late 
November 2001, in partnership with the Province of B.C. and CRD 
Parks, TLC and the Salt Spring Appeal Committee announced the 
purchase of 665 hectares of land along south and west Salt Spring 
Island.  This land, formerly owned by Texada Logging Corporation, 
covers an area from Mount Maxwell to the south shores of Burgoyne 
Bay, as well as the slopes of Mount Sullivan, Mount Tuam and Bruce 
Peak. The landscape is mixed Douglas-fir, Garry oak and arbutus forest 
with scenic rocky bluffs and lush valley-bottom groves of red cedar and 
ancient Douglas-firs.  
 
Also last fall, The Land Conservancy received a donation of a 
magnificent property along Shawnigan Lake. Donated by Michael 
Oliver of Vancouver, this property contains mature Douglas-fir and 
western red cedar plant communities.   As the Shawnigan Lake area 
becomes more populated, it will be increasingly more important to 
protect untouched areas such as the Oliver property. 
 
The Land Conservancy forms strong partnerships with local 
communities and works with all levels of government to achieve its 
goals of protecting important spaces in our province.  This year we are 
pleased to have worked with the Comox Valley Land Trust and the 
Comox-Strathcona Regional District to register a conservation 
covenant on an ocean front property known as Foxglove, near Comox.  
As well, TLC continues to work with B.C. Parks to create a corridor of 
protected lands stretching along the Cowichan River from Lake 
Cowichan to Duncan.  Most recently we have been working on a 
donation of riverfront land which will be donated to the Province and 
categorized as a Class ‘A’ Provincial Park.   
 
TLC also works with individuals to ensure ecologically and culturally 
significant areas are conserved.  Merve Wilkinson’s Wildwood is an 
excellent example of an opportunity we’ve had to work with a 
landowner to accomplish his vision for the land.  We have hired one of 

I 
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Merve’s apprentices and friends, Jay Rastogi, as Site Manager for 
Wildwood to help us carry on the education and awareness of 
ecoforestry.  TLC has increased tours at Wildwood to every Saturday 
from 1-3pm during the summer season.   We are continuing our 
fundraising to raise the $500,000 needed by June 2003 to complete this 
purchase. 
 
There has also been a lot of activity at Abkhazi Garden over the past 
year.  We have hired a new Head Gardener, Valerie Murray, who brings 
a wealth of experience working with Victoria’s gardening community as 
well as having an internationally acclaimed garden of her own.  We also 
hired a full-time Site Services Manager to help coordinate volunteer 
activities and deal with day-to-day operations.  The other big news was 
the re-opening of the restored Summer House in the Garden, made 
possible by a generous private donation. 
 
The work on the restoration of Ross Bay Villa continued throughout 
the year, due to the tireless efforts of our dedicated group of 
volunteers.  Every week, rain or shine, they have been working to bring 
this rare heritage treasure back from near destruction.  Plans for further 
restoration work – both for the house and the garden – are in place and 
are going through the necessary approvals, with the expectation that we 
will be able to open the Villa to the public next year, as an interpretive 
centre for the historic Ross Bay Cemetery across the street. 
 
The Vancouver Island Region continues to work progressively to 
protect important spaces and to work in partnership to enhance the 
quality of life in British Columbia.  Please help us to reach this goal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REGIONAL REPORTS 
 
Lower Mainland Region 
…by Tamsin Baker, Regional Manager 
 
 
 

he Push is on for Two New Lower Mainland Regional Parks  
 
TLC’s two main Lower Mainland projects could not be more 

different.  Thwaytes Landing is a 130-acre waterfront property 
located in spectacular Indian Arm, a fjord in North Vancouver known 
for its steep cliffs and forested hillsides.  The site supports a wide range 
of habitats, from mature forest to moss-covered rocky outcrops, cliffs, 

T 
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waterfalls and streams, and an accessible shoreline. The 250-acre Codd 
Island Wetlands, located near Pitt Meadows, are serene and level 
lands covered by grasses and water.  Both have unique reasons for 
protection. 
 
Historic Thwaytes Landing is one of the last remaining residentially-
zoned large oceanfront properties in the Lower Mainland.  It is named 
after Captain Tom Thwaytes who built the original, and still standing, 
heritage home in 1927 with his wife, Anya, a Russian princess.  They 
ran a chicken farm, ferrying their eggs to the Woodward’s store in 
downtown Vancouver.  The property is located halfway up Indian Arm 
on the west side across from the Buntzen Powerhouse.  Only accessible 
by water, it is a two-hour canoe or kayak paddle from Deep Cove in 
North Vancouver or Belcarra Park in Port Moody. 
 
TLC became involved in 1999 when the owner approached TLC saying 
she wished that it would become a park for future generations to enjoy.  
TLC agreed.  In order to prevent any new development on the site, 
TLC formed a partnership with the District of North Vancouver and 
the Greater Vancouver Regional District (GVRD).  Both contributed 
$500,000 towards the $1.5 million purchase price.  TLC, along with the 
GVRD’s Pacific Parklands Foundation, has until January 2004 to raise 
the remaining $500,000.  The public was notified May 2002.  
Contributions are coming in and TLC is planning fundraising events.   
 
The GVRD will manage the newly created Thwaytes Landing Regional 
Recreation Area for paddlers and boaters who will be able to use the 
shoreline as a day-use rest area.  Further facilities and use of the land 
will be unavailable until the site has been fully secured. 
 
In Pitt Meadows, TLC is working to protect the Codd Island Wetlands.  
This area will otherwise become a commercial cranberry operation.  
Located in the Pitt Polder, these wetlands are the last remaining 
undyked floodplain wetlands left within the entire Alouette River 
Watershed.  This site supports hundreds of species of native plants and 
animals and is an important nesting site for the endangered Greater 
Sandhill Crane.  These wetlands, along with nearby Blaney Bog, provide 
the single largest off-channel rearing habitat for wild coho, steelhead, 
and cutthroat trout in the area.   
 
TLC’s partners are the GVRD, who have pledged up to $1 million 
towards this multi-million dollar property, and the District of Pitt 
Meadows, who have pledged $200,000 and given us office space in the 
local Tourism Information Centre.  Other supporters include the Pitt 
Polder Preservation Society, the Alouette Field Naturalists, and Ducks 
Unlimited.  Negotiations are still underway with the owner.  Donations 
and pledges are being sought from the public.   
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REGIONAL REPORTS 
 
Okanagan Region 
…by Shawn Black, Regional Manager 
 
 
 

he newly created Okanagan Region, stretching from Manning 
Park in the west to Grand Forks in the east, and from Enderby 
in the north to the Canada-U.S. border in the south (four 

regional districts), is home to a wide variety of rare and unique plants, 
animals, and natural habitats.  Most of TLC’s work in this new region is 
centered around the deserts and grasslands of the South Okanagan and 
Lower Similkameen Valleys, which are considered to be one of the four 
most endangered ecosystems in Canada. 
 
TLC has taken on a lead role in the South Okanagan-Similkameen 
Conservation Program (SOSCP), and much of our work in this region 
is done under the umbrella of SOSCP.  This is a partnership of 31 non-
governmental and government organizations working together to 
maintain the rich biodiversity of the South Okanagan-Similkameen area 
and a viable ecological corridor between the deserts to the south and 
the grasslands to the north.  In addition to Bill Turner’s role as chair of 
SOSCP, TLC also chairs the Stewardship Team, and in this capacity we 
have been working with our partners over the last eighteen months on 
planning and coordination of stewardship activities, assisting 
landowners interested in stewardship, implementing conservation 
covenants and stewardship agreements, accepting donations of land, 
and operating a storefront stewardship resource and information centre 
in Penticton.  We also play an active role in many of SOSCP’s other 
strategies and programs.   
 
Our staff in the Okanagan Region has been busy working on a number 
of projects.  Last winter we completed and registered the Max Lake 
Conservation Covenant, TLC’s first in the Okanagan, and the first 
covenant completed under the auspices of SOSCP.  Located on the 
West Bench of Penticton, Max Lake is home to a number of rare 
species that depend on or use wetland and riparian habitats.  One of 
the first confirmed sightings of Flammulated Owl in Canada was 
recorded at Max Lake.  Scientists have also recorded thirty-eight 
different species of dragonflies at Max Lake, including one of only two 
Okanagan populations of the red listed vivid dancer.  No other location 
in B.C. has this unusual diversity of dragonflies.  It feels good knowing 
that this covenant will provide long-term protection for this important 
wetland area.  A second covenant which will protect over 600m of 
riparian habitat and a small wetland north of Oliver is nearing 
completion and should be registered before the fall. 
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In closing I am proud to say that TLC’s profile and image in the 
Okanagan continues to grow.  TLC’s hard work, professionalism, and 
businesslike approach to conservation has impressed everyone we have 
had the pleasure to work with.  All agree that it is important to continue 
our work in this special region of British Columbia, and that we 
continue to build a strong base of volunteers, members, and 
supporters.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
REGIONAL REPORTS 
 
Kootenay Region 
…by Kathleen Sheppard, Regional Manager 
 
 
 

n the extreme southeastern corner of British Columbia, sit the 
Kootenays. The area is dominated by north-south valley bottoms 
containing wide tributaries of the Columbia River, one of B.C.’s 

largest rivers. Yet, like two sides of the same coin, the East and West 
Kootenays are as different as they are similar. 
  
In the East Kootenay, spacious grasslands are bookended by rising 
mountains, the Rockies to the east and the Purcells to the west. 
Intermingled amidst two large rivers, the Kootenay which runs south 
and the Columbia which runs north, grassland areas support elk and 
deer as well as at-risk species such as the badger and the Long-billed 
Curlew. 
  
Nowhere is The Land Conservancy’s commitment to East Kootenay 
grasslands more evident than in our acquisition of the Wycliffe Wildlife 
Corridor. This 1971-acre property, located between Kimberley and 
Cranbrook, is a stunning example of ponderosa pine grassland habitat. 
Home to herds of both elk and deer, endangered badgers and Lewis’s 
Woodpeckers plus eight species of rare plants, Wycliffe is a key 
purchase for TLC in B.C.’s Interior. 
 
The purchase of Wycliffe is a multi-phase deal structured over three 
years with additional parcels added every six months. Phases 1 and 2 
were completed in 2001, and Phases 3 and 4 are due to be completed in 
2002 with subsequent phases to follow. 
 
Wycliffe has also given TLC an important opportunity to work with the 
local community. The parcels that make up Wycliffe are leased to a 
number of local ranchers and numerous groups including the 
naturalists and the local fly-fishing club use the area regularly. 
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Moving from east to west, the grasslands of the East Kootenay turn to 
dense forests in the West Kootenay. Here, increased moisture allows 
trees such as cedars and hemlocks to flourish providing habitat for 
moose, wolverine, and black bear. 
  
Part of this habitat is the Syringa Creek Property, a recent donation to 
TLC. This 78-acre property, which is adjacent to Syringa Creek 
Provincial Park, is a beautiful mixture of rich forest combined with 
rugged rock outcrops. By donating the property to TLC, the Woods 
Family have an opportunity to leave a legacy for their children while at 
the same time increasing the value of one of B.C.’s protected areas. 
 
TLC’s commitment to the region extends beyond Wycliffe, beyond the 
Woods Family property and the other covenants and properties we 
hold in the Kootenays. In the fall of 2001, The Land Conservancy 
joined with 28 other partners to form the East Kootenay Conservation 
Program. This program will provide support and partnership 
opportunities for land conservation work that is being done in the East 
Kootenays. Through the East Kootenay Conservation Program, 
partners will be able to set priorities and work together to accomplish 
goals. By working together, TLC and the other partners believe we can 
better protect necessary spaces for all species in the East Kootenays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REGIONAL REPORTS 
 
Northern Region 
…by Connie Larochelle, Regional Manager 
 
 
 

tretching northward from the Kamloops area, TLC’s Northern 
Region constitutes a vast territory and a diverse array of habitat 
types and ecosystems.  For the past year TLC staff, in particular 

Nichola Walkden, have been developing many contacts with 
landowners in the area, building TLC’s profile and helping to assess 
options and strategies for a number of significant sites in the Region 
which have been identified as potential targets for TLC’s involvement.  
As part of the reorganization of our Interior Regions, Connie 
Larochelle was recently hired into the new position of Northern 
Regional Manager.  With a working background in grasslands 
ecosystems, formal education in natural resource sciences and 
environmental management, and a familiarity with the area, Connie 
brings a lot of knowledge to this role.  . 
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In addition to our development work, TLC continues to work on 
maintenance and restoration activities in our two existing projects in 
the area.  Ecosystem diversity is not lacking in these Northern Region 
projects.  The Talking Mountain Ranch, also known as the Reynolds 
Ranch, is nestled high on the grasslands above the Fraser River.  
Accessible either by logging road near Lillooett or by the Big Bar Ferry 
near Clinton, this remote cattle ranch and its rustic features meet the 
expectations of dry grasslands backcountry experiences.  Our long-term 
goals for Talking Mountain Ranch include renewing the Range Use 
Plan, establishing baseline data and completing a vegetative and wildlife 
inventory for inclusion in a Whole Farm Management Plan. 
 
TLC’s purchase of the 800-acre Horsefly River Riparian Conservation 
Area has allowed for the removal of cattle from areas near the 
riverbanks and has permitted restoration work along the river channels.  
The area provides moose winter range and waterfowl habitat.  Species 
include salmon, rainbow trout, Trumpeter Swan, Great Blue Heron, 
Sandhill Crane, wolverine, red fox, river otter, minks, cougar, bobcat 
and a plethora of other wildlife.  Sockeye salmon spawn in the fall 
attracting black bears, bald eagles and osprey that gather in the area to 
feed.  TLC has been working with a number of community partners 
including the Quesnel River Watershed Alliance, Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans and the Ministry of Water, Land and Air 
Protection.  Long-term activities for the property include bird and floral 
surveys, upgrading, repairing or removing ranching infrastructure such 
as fencing and corrals, and a proactive pesticide-free weed management 
strategy. 
 
With a strong background in working with older youth volunteers, 
Connie has been able to contact a number of agencies in the area to 
identify land-based projects appropriate for stewardship activities that 
young people could participate in.  Volunteers with all sorts of skills 
and experience will be essential for successfully managing projects in 
this region, and interested people are encouraged to contact us. 
 
 



 

TLC Annual Report 2002…page 22 

PROGRAM REPORTS 
 
Agricultural Programs 
…by Nichola Walkden, Agricultural Advisor 
    and Susan Wood, Senior Projects Officer 
 
 
 
 

ost farming in B.C. is concentrated in valley bottoms, 
grasslands, riparian and other low-lying areas where the most 
diverse and productive natural habitats are also found.  These 

natural areas on farmland can represent the last vestige of habitat for a 
variety of native species, but pressure on growers to intensify 
production or subdivide their land is escalating, and increasingly 
important habitat is being lost to development. 
 
But farmland can provide environmental values in addition to 
agricultural products when stewardship practices are included in land 
management decisions.  Seventeen growers and land stewards in the 
Okanagan and Similkameen Valleys of the B.C. Interior are forging a 
relationship with TLC that provides these dedicated farmers with the 
recognition they deserve as conservationists.  The TLC Conservation 
Partner label, with the Viceroy butterfly symbol, is a natural extension 
of other consumer information delivery models such as organic 
labelling.  It tells the consumer that the farm of origin has made a 
commitment to be involved in habitat protection, restoration or 
enhancement projects for the benefit of wildlife and ecosystem health. 
 
Last year’s pilot project involved eight trend-setting farms that were 
collectively responsible for the protection of approximately 210 acres of 
special Southern Interior habitat, from bird-rich wetlands to locally rare 
cottonwood riparian corridors, to expanses of our rapidly disappearing 
shrub-steppe desert, home to many of B.C.’s species at risk.  This year, 
shoppers will begin to see Conservation Partner products in stores such 
as Thrifty’s Foods as well as other smaller marketplaces.  By purchasing 
food carrying this label, concerned consumers will know that they are 
supporting both the protection of natural spaces and the best of B.C.’s 
agricultural community! 
 
Participating farms: 
Rolling Sage Orchards Forbes Family Farm O’Reilly’s Farm 
Ambrosia Apiaries  Vialo Orchard  Ambercott Acres  
Dust Farm   Summerhill Winery Harker’s Fruit Ranch 
Talus Farm  Mariposa Organic Farm Maitri Organic Farm 
The Nugteren’s  Bluenote Farms  Muckabout Orchard 
Venamour Organic Farm Dumpling Dale Organic Farm   
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PROGRAM REPORTS 
 
Volunteer Programs 
…by Shirley Christina, Volunteer Advisor 
 
 
 
While TLC depends on our staff and our donors, it is our volunteers 
who are the lifeblood of the organization.  Without our volunteers we 
simply would not be able to get our work done.  TLC would not exist 
as it is today. 
 
As a grassroots, membership-based organization, TLC considers that 
the opportunity for our members and supporters to participate directly 
in our activities is a fundamental part of our mandate, and we have 
worked hard to build volunteer opportunities into all that we do.  
Taking our guidance from the National Trust in Britain, we have 
developed a series of training programs and other volunteer activities 
that have won acclaim among the volunteer community. 
 
During the past year, we estimate that approximately 500 people have 
volunteered some time to help us with our work.  While some of these 
generous people have been able to participate for just a few hours here 
and there, there are many others who take on regular shifts, week after 
week, rain or shine, and who contribute hundreds of hours to the 
cause.  We have conservatively estimated that this volunteer 
contribution is the equivalent of $300,000 worth of work each year. 
 
Two of our most successful volunteer programs have been developed 
in the Victoria area.  Abkhazi Garden employs volunteers to operate 
our visitor programs, as garden docents and assistants in the tea room 
and gift shop, and also to maintain the Garden itself.  It has been a 
labour of love for most of the volunteers involved in the Garden.  They 
have built a strong bond of community and mutual support , developed 
their own newsletter to keep up on activities in the Garden, and helped 
develop a regular meeting schedule to discuss topics of mutual interest 
(as well as to share potluck suppers). 
 
At Ross Bay Villa, the restoration is being guided by a volunteer 
committee and is being carried through by a strong contingent of 
dedicated volunteers.  Every week, rain or shine, through the summer 
and  winter, these volunteers can be found hard at work.  They have 
delved into the history of the house as well as its construction, 
unearthed artifacts on the site, and have developed detailed plans to 
restore the house to its former glory.  This volunteer crew brings 
tremendous enthusiasm for their work and as much expertise.  Without 
their efforts, Ross Bay Villa would never have had the opportunity to 
rise again. 
 

“It’s not often you get 
a chance to do 
something that has 
an everlasting effect 
on the future of your 
community.  That’s 
why I’m so proud to 
be a Patron of TLC’s 
Ours Forever 
conservation program 
that will protect our 
natural and cultural 
heritage for all of 
us…for all time.” 

- Mel Cooper 
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Volunteering provides a unique and enduring commitment to our 
mutual objectives.  TLC encourages all of our members to participate 
directly in the day-to-day activities of their organization. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROGRAM REPORTS 
 
Working Holidays Program 
…by Paula Hesje, Vancouver Island Warden 
 
 
 

oes a Working Holiday sound a bit like an oxymoron to you?  
Some may think so, but what can be more rewarding than 
meeting dynamic people interested in conservation, getting 

your hands dirty while working outdoors, learning new skills and having 
an absurd amount of fun and laughter? 
   
As a Working Holiday volunteer, you will be at the forefront of The 
Land Conservancy’s commitment to maintain, preserve, restore and 
safeguard some of British Columbia’s finest landscapes.  But the 
properties are not the only beneficiaries; for many volunteers, a 
Working Holiday can spark the beginning of a lifelong interest in 
conservation work and landscape management.  Opportunities for 
personal development are also on offer through our Leadership 
Training whereby you can assist in, or eventually even lead, a holiday!  
 
As a charity, we rely on the support and enthusiasm of people like you 
to help play a part in protecting important places in British Columbia 
for future generations. You can provide invaluable help for TLC staff 
in the management of our properties and you can select the type of 
work you would like to do! No experience is needed; TLC staff 
provide assistance and guidance for tasks such as creating trails, 
clearing invasive species to restore native plants (that dang Scotch 
broom!), fencing, weed and plant inventories, construction of cabin 
furnishings, hayfield improvements, eco-renovation and restoration.  
Working Holidays are an ideal way to combine fun and relaxation 
while also making a valuable contribution to TLC’s work! 
 
This past year we held the most holidays in TLC’s history! Holidays 
were conducted at four locations: 

 
• South Winchelsea Island is one of nineteen islands that make up 
the Ballenas-Winchelsea Archipelago, located on the east coast of 

D 

“I share TLC’s 
principles of 
conservation of our 
heritage and 
protection of wild 
habitat. it  is my 
pleasure to help TLC 
and I enjoy every 
minute of my time 
here.  I’d encourage 
everyone who cares 
about the region they 
live in, to join with 
TLC in saving our 
special places.” 
 - Joanne Manley 
 
“I enjoy the whole 
atmosphere and the 
people I volunteer 
with. It’s so relaxed 
and I hope to 
continue for a long 
time.” 

- Manon Steer 
 
“I volunteer at 
Abkhazi because I 
am a member of 
TLC. I only volunteer 
on a regular basis 
with organizations 
that value my 
membership. I 
started at Abkhazi 
because of that 
membership, and 
continue because it is 
such a joy to be 
involved with an 
organization so 
wonderful.” 
            - Mary Goodspeed 
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Vancouver Island, just off Nanaoose Bay.  Accommodation is in a 
luxurious cabin set up as a model of sustainability: solar-powered 
lighting, rainwater collection system and a recycled-lumber deck 
complement the stunning natural beauty of this ecologically significant 
island. 

 
• Cowichan River Cabin is located in a big leaf maple grove on the 
Cowichan River near Duncan, on Vancouver Island.  This rustic log 
cabin is part of the Cowichan River corridor and a beautiful setting for 
a holiday. Eco-renovation of the cabin is the task at hand as well as day-
trips to work on our Nanaimo River property.  

 
• Reynolds Talking Mountain Ranch is east of Clinton on the Fraser 
River.  The ranch serves as an example to the public of environmentally 
sound ranching. Grasslands, riparian zones, wetlands, and subalpine 
forested slopes are all represented in this remotely located property.  
Accommodation is in tents. 

 
• Horsefly River is located in the Cariboo-Chilcotin and the Horsefly 
watershed provides some of the most important fish producing habitats 
in the Fraser River drainage.  The area is home to big game animals, 
upland game birds, waterfowl and a variety of non-game mammals and 
birds.  This holiday is a rustic experience with a tent and stars overhead. 

 
Most holidays are made up of a group of like-minded people, so it’s a 
great way to make friends. It isn't all work - the evenings are kept free 
for exploring or socializing.  The holidays are appropriate for almost 
anyone 19 years or over and if you have special skills to offer in 
construction, plant ID, wildlife or skills that may apply to your holiday 
– you are particularly welcome!  We are also searching out enthusiastic, 
motivated individuals to become Assistant Leaders or Leaders of 
holidays. TLC is pleased to waive the cost for those who help run 
working holidays 
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PROGRAM REPORTS 
 
Fundraising Programs 
…by Kari Frazer, Ours Forever Campaign Manager 

  
  
  

undraising remains the greatest challenge for all of us at TLC.  
Without adequate resources we simply are unable to do the work 
that we all are here for.  Whether it’s the funds to purchase a 

critical piece of threatened habitat, the ongoing maintenance, 
development and restoration costs for properties under our care, or the 
necessary resources to sustain our organization – wages for our staff, 
insurance premiums, telephone bills, printing costs, and the like – we 
depend on our members and our financial supporters to keep us going.  
This has been a difficult year for fundraising – all charities have felt the 
pinch – but TLC is fortunate to have a number of very dedicated 
supporters who have dug especially deep this year to help us out. 
  
In spite of the difficult economic times, our fundraising activities have 
expanded.  In the Lower Mainland and across the Province, we have 
worked hard to increase our membership and our donor base.  We 
have created a number of special events and activities designed to raise 
our profile, involve our members and others interested in TLC, and to 
raise funds.  Our “member-get-member” contest, for example 
encouraged our members in the Lower Mainland to sign up new 
members and in so doing become eligible for special prizes that have 
been donated to us.  We have also developed a series of bus tours from 
the Vancouver area to Abkhazi Garden and Wildwood that help raise 
funds and provide added interest for our supporters. 
  
One of our unique fundraising programs is called Bottles for 
Greenspace.  Started in the Capital Region, this project expanded into 
the Penticton area during the past year.  Bottles for Greenspace 
develops partnerships between TLC and restaurants, hotels or other 
establishments who use a lot of redeemable bottles and cans in their 
operations.  TLC volunteers pick up used bottles and cans from these 
establishments on a fixed schedule, and redeem them at the bottle 
depot for the deposit.  It means the donor establishment does not have 
to bear the costs of disposition, and they receive a tax credit as well.  
It’s a win-win situation for both parties. 
 
Our newest initiative is the establishment of the TLC Heritage Club.  
This is an honorary group composed of people who have made a 
provision for a future gift to TLC through a bequest, life insurance, 
annuity or trust arrangement.  The Heritage Club gives us the 
opportunity to say a special thank you to those who have made such 
thoughtful arrangements for their future, and ours.  Current Heritage 
Club members include: 
Bill & Gerie Turner  Jack Eldridge            Helen Annis  
Kari Frazer & Robert White      Merve Wilkinson           George Ford 
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Colin Rankin & Susan Pratt   Charlotte Senay           Anny Scoones  
Jonathon & Michelle Grant  Daryl Noulette            Eva Durrance 
Laureen & Bryce Kendrick  Frances Litman            Anon  (15)  
 
Our most focused and developed fundraising program, however, has 
been in the Capital Region where, last fall, we launched a major 
fundraising campaign.  OURS FOREVER is a ten-year, $30 million 
capital campaign with a vision to purchase, protect and enhance 
properties essential to maintaining this region for all time as the very 
special place it is today. 
  
  
  
OURS FOREVER CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
  

URS FOREVER - The Campaign to Protect Special Places in 
the Capital Region was launched last fall in a ceremony at the 
Maritime Museum in Victoria.  This ambitious campaign is a 

new strategy for TLC.  To date, most of our fundraising has been 
focused on a particular project and has usually been in reaction to a 
specific threat to the property (a pending development, sale, or logging 
action).  OURS FOREVER takes a proactive approach to fundraising, 
which will allow us to be much more strategic in our conservation 
efforts in the region.  We have identified a number of priorities for the 
campaign: 

•   Urban Parks and Greenways              $8 million 
•   Wilderness                                        $8 million 
•   Shorelines, Wetlands and Waterways   $4 million 
•   Cultural and Heritage Landmarks       $3 million 
•   Ours Forever Endowment                 $5 million 
•   Opportunity Fund                             $2 million 

  
To help carry out this campaign, we have established a Fundraising 
Committee made up of a number of well known and well connected 
people in the Capital Region.  It includes as patrons Robert and Birgit 
Bateman, Mel Cooper, Nancy Turner and Alex Campbell Sr., and is 
chaired by Barrie Hewstan, President of Coast Capital Real Estate.  The 
committee has done a tremendous amount of work, making 
connections with many potentially significant donors and helping to 
raise our profile and raise funds that have already been used to protect 
additional parkland in the area. 
  
The first property to be protected with funds from Ours Forever was a 
twelve-acre addition to Horth Hill Regional Park located in North 
Saanich. The property was purchased in partnership with CRD Parks. 
TLC agreed to raise $60,000 toward the purchase price of $382,650. 
The balance, $322,650 will come from the CRD Parkland Acquisition 
Fund established to assist with the completion of the regional parks and 
trails system in partnership with organizations like TLC.  
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Horth Hill is a much-loved regional park with forest trails, Garry oaks, 
spring wildflowers and panoramic views of the Peninsula and Gulf 
Islands. We are very grateful to the Bodine family and the many, many 
caring individuals who stepped forward to help us protect this local 
park. 
  
The OURS FOREVER committee is also working very hard to 
complete a major acquisition in the Sea to Sea Greenbelt. This 3400-
acre Sooke Hills property was purchased last year, prior to the launch 
of OURS FOREVER. Since then, TLC has incurred transfer fees, taxes 
and interest on the remaining mortgage such that $400,000 was needed 
to complete funding for the project. Help in the form of a $200,000 
(U.S.) grant from The Paul G. Allen Forest Protection Foundation was 
received in May 2002. TLC must now raise the final $150,000 before 
interest begins to mount.  
  
As a precursor to raising funds, the OURS FOREVER campaign is 
also working to raise TLC’s profile and to raise general awareness of 
the issues facing the region.  A couple of the creative ways this was 
accomplished was through the publication of the Eco-Activity Colouring 
Book and the development of a Speakers Bureau. 
  
  
OURS FOREVER ECO-ACTIVITY COLOURING BOOK 
Elementary school students from throughout the region are helping 
TLC to protect local plants and animals at risk through the creation of 
an Eco-Activity Colouring Book.  The book’s original drawings, by Chris 
Bateman, feature species that live (or once lived) in coastal Douglas-fir 
forests within the Capital Regional District (CRD).  The associated 
research and write-up for each species was done by several students, 
from Kindergarten to Grade 7.         
             
Through its sponsorship of the Eco-Activity Coloring Book, the Victoria 
Real Estate Board made it possible for 30,000 copies to be printed and 
distributed to local schools.  A community display and contest were 
held at Hillside Centre this past spring with prizes awarded for the best 
drawing, colouring and write-up, as well as for the most participation 
from a school and best classroom collaboration. 
  
Through projects like this, TLC works to provide information to 
communities in the hope that with this information we can learn to 
steward the land more wisely and preserve native plants, animals and 
their habitat.  
  
  
OURS FOREVER SPEAKERS BUREAU 
Since the launch of OURS FOREVER last fall we have been invited to 
speak to over twenty-five business, professional and community 
organizations and many school groups. Special thanks to our wonderful 
volunteer speakers bureau coordinator, Joanne Manley, for arranging 
these speaking engagements. If you belong to a group or know of one 
that we should speak to please give us a call. 
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TLC Enterprises Ltd. 
…by Irene Ambeault, Manager, TLCE 
 
 
 

 
LC Enterprises is a limited company set up by The Land 
Conservancy of BC in April 2000 to be the revenue producing 
arm of TLC.  Enterprises is responsible for the overall operation 

and performance of five separate revenue streams: Gift Shops, Tea 
Rooms, Boat Cruises, Cabin Rentals and the Green Gift Catalogue.  All 
profits from these streams revert to TLC to help fulfill its mandate.  
With the dedication of staff, boundless energy and efforts of invaluable 
volunteers and generous public support, Enterprises continues to make 
significant strides. 
 
GIFT SHOPS – Our first gift shop is located in the magnificent 
surroundings of Abkhazi Garden. This year we have significantly 
increased the selection of gifts, garden souvenirs and Abkhazi and TLC 
items offered in the gift shop, and we have also begun to sell plants, 
many of which have been grown from seeds harvested directly in the 
Garden. 
 
We are also enthusiastic about our recent expansion.  Both the 
Kimberley and Penticton offices have been provided with a selection of 
items appropriate to the area in anticipation of a busy season.  In the 
future, gift shops will be opened at other TLC locations as 
opportunities present themselves. 
 
TEA ROOM – After an enchanting tour of Abkhazi garden, visitors 
can stop by our Tea Room for a cup of our specially blended Abkhazi 
Tea (with a hint of lavender) and a delectable, hot tea biscuit with 
Devonshire cream.  Prepared and served by our dedicated volunteers, 
the menu has been changed and expanded this year, to respond to 
recommendations by volunteers and guests.  Based on our experience 
at Abkhazi, tea rooms are being planned for other TLC locations in the 
future.  
 
BOAT CRUISES – The boat cruise program was instituted a number 
of years ago to provide TLC members with a first-hand view of the 
projects that TLC was involved in.  Last summer, cruises were 
extended to those who wished to embrace the opportunity to learn 
about the special places that are important to us all and how we can 
help to protect them. This past summer, they were expanded again, to 
offer shorter yacht cruises in the Victoria area, to Race Rocks and 
Discovery Island, as well as a picnic cruise to view the Sooke Hills.  
The expansion proved to be popular, with greater numbers than ever 
before joining us for the cruises.  We anticipate that with improved 
marketing, these cruises can be provide a solid revenue stream for TLC 
as well as educating many people about our projects. 
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CABIN RENTALS – TLC currently has two cabins which we make 
available for the public to rent when they are not needed for our 
stewardship and educational work.  SOUTH WINCHELSEA ISLAND 
CABIN offers an ideal setting on a unique 25 acre island near 
Lantzville.  This 3 bedroom cabin is fully equipped with all the 
amenities – solar power, wood stove, fully equipped kitchen and 
bathroom and duvets for all beds.  A maximum of six people are 
allowed per visit.   The COWICHAN CABIN is nestled in a grove of 
big leaf maples and cedars and is a short walk to the Cowichan River.  
Eco-renovations began during the past summer, and will continue over 
the coming months.  These will include a solar power system, skylights 
to brighten the interior and a rainwater collection system. 
 
TLC is currently in the process of adding two more cabins to its rental 
program.  Our cottage in Sooke, adjacent to Ayum Creek and the 
Galloping Goose Regional Trail, will be available for next season.  We 
have also just received a donation of a cabin in the Chilcotins, located 
on Nimpo Lake.  This is a renowned fishing destination and, while 
rustic, this cabin (which sleeps 4) promises to be popular. 
 
GREEN GIFT CATALOGUE – The fourth edition of the Green 
Gift catalogue was distributed throughout BC in the fall of 2001.  Sales 
have increased over the years and surpassed our expectations this past 
year.  Items offered in the catalogue have increased each year, and the 
forthcoming catalogue will have items  representative of the various 
projects undertaken by TLC on Vancouver Island the Lower Mainland 
and in the Interior.  There will be many unique gift ideas, suitable for all 
ages.  It will be available in ealy fall, well in time for Christmas 
shopping. 
 
If you are interested in more information about any of the items listed 
above, please call the TLC Office. 
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Looking Forward 
…by Bill Turner, Executive Director  
    and Ian Fawcett, Deputy Executive Director 
 
 
 
 

he first five years of TLC’s journey have been exciting and 
challenging…and have produced tremendous results.  The next 
five years promise to be even better.  TLC has established itself 

as one of the pre-eminent land trusts in the province.  We are well 
respected and have built a good track record of accomplishment.  As 
such, we are well positioned to accomplish a great deal more. 
 
During the next phase of our development, we will be working to 
consolidate our activities to ensure that we can sustain our operations 
and our stewardship at appropriate and acceptable levels.  We will, for 
example, be reviewing many of our administrative practices to make 
them more suitable to an organization of TLC’s size (with aspirations to 
continue growing).  We also anticipate moving into larger premises in 
the near future, so we will be able to bring all of our Victoria-based 
staff together (a number of them currently work out of their home 
offices), offer  more opportunity for volunteers to work with us, and  
provide the space for us to properly set up the necessary library, 
archives and filing systems. 
 
Over the next year or so we will also be adopting new and expanded 
fundraising strategies.  As government funding continues to decrease, 
and as private foundations come under increasing demand for their 
support, we recognize that we will need to rely more and more on 
individual and corporate donors.  To address this, we will be focusing 
more on planned giving approaches, and we will also be developing 
new campaigns across the province based on an OURS FOREVER 
model.  Our objective is to build both a substantial endowment fund 
and a working capital fund that will allow us to take on projects as the 
need arises and to ensure appropriate levels of care. 
 
We also intend to work very hard to build our membership base.  A 
strong membership benefits TLC in so many ways…from 
strengthening our voice when dealing with government, funding 
agencies and the public in general, to providing a consistent and reliable 
financial foundation for our day-to-day operations.  We are asking all of 
our current members to upgrade their memberships, if possible, to 
supporting or patron levels, and we have instituted monthly 
membership programs to assist in this.  We are also asking all of our 
members to help in recruiting their friends, family, coworkers and 
acquaintances as new members. 
 
With a stronger financial foundation and a more effective, streamlined  
organizational infrastructure, TLC will be even better positioned to take 

T 
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on the new acquisitions and stewardship needs which will be facing us 
over the next few years. 
 
Potentially one of the most significant projects we have ever taken on 
will begin to unfold during the coming months.  The provincial 
government has decided to “devolve” the management of its heritage 
sites to the private sector or to other agencies.  These sites include 
Barkerville, Fort Steele, Point Ellice House, Hat Creek Ranch, the 
Keremeos Grist Mill and many others.  TLC is extremely concerned 
that the integrity of our priceless provincial heritage resources could be 
compromised during this process and eventually even lost or destroyed.  
We are assessing whether or not there is an appropriate role for TLC in 
ensuring the protection of these sites.  This is potentially a huge step 
for TLC, and, as such, we are approaching the issue cautiously and with 
a lot of help from a number of heritage experts.  We have also spoken 
with our friends at the National Trust in England, who have generously 
offered their expertise and experience to help with the transition 
process should we proceed.  We are working diligently to ensure that 
any actions will be in the best interests of both the properties 
themselves and of TLC. 
 
We are also continuing to work on a number of critical wildlife habitat 
sites and important urban green spaces around the province.  There are 
always more needs than we can meet, and we work carefully with our 
partners to determine the appropriate priorities for our work.  We 
anticipate that this collaboration with many partner agencies will 
continue to expand to help coordinate, focus and strengthen our 
collective activities. 
 
There is a great deal of important work ahead of us, but with the 
ongoing support of our members, volunteers and supporters we are 
eager to get on with it. 
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APPENDIX 1 
TLC Board of Directors 
 
Honorary Patron Her Honour Iona Campagnolo, Lieutenant. Governor of British Columbia 
 
President:  Bill Turner    Executive Director 
Vice-President: Stuart Stark    Heritage Consultant 
Treasurer:  Kate Stewart    Compositor 
Secretary:  Don Benn    Professional Biologist 
Directors:  Judith Brand    Editor & Researcher 
  Michelle Ellison    Lawyer 
  Vicky Husband    Conservationist 
  Lindsay Jones    Professional Biologist 
  Diane Moen    Strategic Project Officer 
  Bob Peart        Professional Biologist 
  Murray Rankin    Lawyer 
  Dave Zehnder    Rancher 
 
 
We would like to thank the following Directors who served during part of the past year: 

Vic Derman, Victor Elderton, Gary Holman, Michael Kennedy, Briony Penn 
   

We would also like to welcome the following who will assume responsibility as Directors at the 2002 Annual General 
Meeting: 
 
 Peta Alexander  Businessperson 

Russell Irvine  Heritage Administrator 
Lee McFadyen  Organic Farmer 

 Jim Pojar   Forest Ecologist 
  
 
 
 
APPENDIX 2 
TLC Staff 
 
 
Management:  
Bill Turner Executive Director 
Ian Fawcett Deputy Executive Director 
Nichola Walkden Special Advisor 
 
Head Office:  
Sheila Braun Manager 
Beth Cubbage Senior Bookkeeper 
Lynne Milnes Grant Writer 
 
Vancouver Island Region: 
Eileen Palmer Regional Manager 
Paula Hesje Warden 
Kathy Holm Senior Project Officer 
Alison Spriggs Communications Officer 
Kari Frazer Camp. Mgr, Ours Forever 
Valerie Murray Head Gardener, Abkhazi 
Selena Blais Site Manager, Abkhazi 
Marianne Lloyd Asst. Gardener, Abkhazi 
Jay Rastogi Site Manager, Wildwood 
 
 
 
 

Lower Mainland Region: 
Tamsin Baker Regional Manager 
Tracy Keeling Senior Project Officer 
 
Okanagan Region: 
Shawn Black Stewardship Coordinator 
Susan Wood Senior Project Officer 
Rob Hawes Manager, SOSCP* 
Janelle Parchomchuk    Outreach Coord., SOSCP* 
 
Kootenay Region: 
Kathleen Sheppard Regional Manager 
Darrel Smith Manager, EKCP* 
   
Northern Region: 
Connie Larochelle Regional Manager 
 
TLC Enterprises: 
Irene Ambeault Manager 
Christina Waddle Project Officer 
 
*  While these staff are administered through TLC, they actually 
work for and are directed by the partnership.  Their funding is 
also provided by contributions from the partners. 
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APPENDIX 3 
TLC Regional Committees  
 
 
Ours Forever Committee     Lower Mainland Committee 
 
Patrons:     Mel Cooper      Joan Wenman 
     Robert & Birgit Bateman     Michelle Ellison 
     Alex Campbell Sr      Tom Fox 
     Nancy Turner      Lyle Walker 
        Frances Sainas 
Chair    Barrie Hewstan      

Vice Chair:  Mark Horne       Okanagan Committee  
        Lee McFadyen, Chair 
Members:   Andrew Petter      Clive Tanner    Dennis St. John 
       Lorne Whyte      Trevor Matthews      
      Daphne Goode      Chris Coleman    Kootenay Committee 
      Ian Courtice      Martin Segger    Kari Stuart-Smith  
       Shellie Gudgeon      Nigel Seale    Dave Zehnder  

   Peta Alexander      Barry Bowes   Maurice Hansen 
    Susan Henwood     Brian Rowbottom   Derryl White 

   Malcolm Anderson      Gaylia Lassner     Bob Shaunessy 
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX 4 
TLC Sponsors 
 
 
TLC would like to express our thanks to the many business and agencies which have sponsored our activities during the 
past year, as of May.  (Our apologies to anyone we may have inadvertently left off the list). 
 
 
Mountain Equipment Co-op 
Victoria Foundation 
Canada Trust 
Heritage Trust 
Tides-Endswell Foundation 
Stanley Smith Foundation 
Real Estate Foundation 
Donner Foundation 
BC Hydro 
Paul G. Allen Forest Protection 
Foundation 
Brainerd Foundation 
Coast Capital Real Estate 
Focus on Women Magazine 
CFAX and Extreme Radio 
Delta Ocean Pointe Resort 
Magnolia Hotel and Spa 
Harbour Towers Hotel 
Shaw Cable Victoria 
Victoria Times-Colonist 
Salt Spring Roasting Co. 
North Douglas SYSCO Food Ltd. 
Angel Foods 
Il Terrazzo Restaurant 

Thrifty Foods 
Victoria Rhododendron Soc. 
Lund’s  
Craigdarroch 
Victoria Real Estate Board 
Great Canadian Dollar Stores 
Brown’s the Florist  
Hillside Shopping Centre 
5th Street Bar & Woodfire Grill  
Willie's Bakery  
Lucky /Suze     
Birds of Paradise Pub   
Mt. Douglas School 
Butchart Gardens 
Monkey Tree Pub 
Deep Cove Chalet 
Ravenhill Herb Farm 
Tanners Books 
Van Isle Marina 
Muffet and Louisa 
Saturna Island Winery and Vineyard 
Peninsula Gallery 
Ted Harrison, artist 
Telus Victoria – Employee Connect.  

Bloomfield's 
Brentwood Bay Nursery 
Victoria Garden Sprinklers 
Victoria Hardy Plant Group 
Jones Emery  
Front Street Pasta Factory 
The Gunbarrel Grill 
The Mouse Pad Cafe 
Joey's Only Seafood Resturant 
Starbucks Coffee Co. 
Dunstan House Pre-School 
Schooner Cove Marina 
Dragon's Whim Classic Charters 
Frances Litman, Photographer 
Heath Moffat Photography 
Photography by Rob Kruyt 
Murray Gough, Photographer 
Toni Alexander, Photographer 
Suzanne Huot, Photographer 
Mark Nyhof, Photographer 
Consumer's Co-op  
Bread Garden  
Sea Kayaking Association of BC  
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APPENDIX 5 
TLC  Partnerships 
 
Pacific Coast Joint Venture     BC Grasslands Conservation Council 
 
Canadian Intermountain Joint Venture   Land Trust Alliance of BC 
 
Georgia Basin Initiative     Land Trust Alliance (US) 
 
Pacific Estuary Program     The National Trust (Great Britain) 
 
South Okanagan Similkameen Conservation Program  East Kootenay Conservation Program 
 
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX 6
Awards recognize TLC’s contribution  
to protecting our heritage 
 
TLC and our associates have been recognized with a number of prestigious awards and honours throughout 
this past year: 
 
The Land Conservancy: TLC was awarded the Minister’s Environment Award for 2001.  This awarded was 
presented by the Minister of Water Land and Air Protection for our accomplishments in preserving endangered 
habitat. 
 
Bill Turner: TLC’s President and Executive Director was honoured at the CFAX-1070 Community Awards, 
by being named the “Community Leader of the Year”, in recognition of his leadership qualities and dedication 
to community work.  This award was selected by the Mayors of the Capital Region municipalities. 
 
Stuart Stark:  TLC’s Vice-President was awarded the Minister’s Heritage Award.  Presented by the Minister of 
Community, Aboriginal and Women’s Services, this award was made in recognition of Stuart’s impressive 
record in preserving and restoring heritage buildings. 
 
Bill Turner:  was also awarded the 2001 Watershed Eco -Star award in the Capital Region for his work in 
protecting important watershed habitat in this region. 

 
Order of Canada – two of our colleagues received special recognition: 
 
Vicky Husband: a member of TLC’s Board of Directors was awarded the Order of Canada, for a lifetime as 
one of our country’s most eloquent and dedicated environmentalists. 
 
Merve Wilkinson:  founder of the Wildwood Ecoforestry site, and an ongoing partner of TLC, was also 
awarded the Order of Canada for his lifetime of tremendous accomplishment in ecoforestry.  
 
 
Congratulations to all.  You make us proud! 
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Guide to TLC Properties and Covenants 
 
 
KEY TO PROPERTIES  
 
 
1.    Abkhazi Gardens  
2. Achilles Covenant  
3. Annis Covenant  
4. Atkins Road   
5. Ayum Creek   
6. Barnfield Farm   
7. Bailin Property  
8. Brooks Point  
9. Christmas Hill Nature 

Sanctuary  
10. Clare Winnett Copeland 

Property     
11. Collins Property  
12. Cowichan River  
13. Elizabeth Lake 
14. Elkington Property  
15. Emerald Forest  
16. Esquimalt Property  
17. Johnson Property  
18. Finlay Lake  
19. Gowlland Point 

 
20. Similkameen River Pines 
21. Holland Creek  
22. Horsefly Riparian 

Conservation Area  
23. Horth Hill Addition  
24. Kingco (River’s 

Crossing) 
25. Knockan Hill (101 High 

Street)    
26. Koeye   
27. Kwel Nature Reserve  
28. Linnaea Farm   
29. Matthews Point  
30. Max Lake   
31. Maxwell Lake  
32. Mcfadden Cr.  Heronry      
33. Morton Property  
34. Mt. Matheson  
35. Nanaimo River  
36. Newhouse  Covenant  
37. Paradise Valley  
38. Pincott Property 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
39. Qualicum Bat House  
40. Ralston Property 
41. Talking Mountain Ranch  
42. G. Robertson Property 
43. Ross Bay Villa  
44. Alton Property  
45. Salt Spring Oaks  
46. Salt Spring - Burgoyne 

Bay    
47. Salt Spring- Covenant  
48. Sooke Hills  
49. South Winchelsea Island 
50. Stewart Mountain Road 
51. Thwaytes Landing    
52. Taitinger Property    
53. Trincomali Nature 

Reserve 
54. Wildwood  
55. Syringa Creek Property     
56. Wycliffe Wildlife 

Corridor 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Key to Codes

Property Attributes Facilities Available Activities

A Garden

A Heritage House

c Covenant

TLC Owned

Park

Working Holiday Site

Research/Eductional 
Site

Rental Cottage

Fish Habitat 
Protected

Dogs on Leads
Permitted

Dogs Not Permitted

Kayak Rentals
Available

Walking Trail

Wildlife Viewing

No Camping

Guided Tours
Available

p Parking

Gift Shop

Tea Room

Wheelchair Access

Dock Available

Outhouse Facilities

Bike Rack
Available

Open to Public

O24 Open to Public 24 Hrs

O No Public Access

O Limited Public Access

Visible from Road

Entry Charge

How to Get
to the Property

Access
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Guide to TLC Properties and Covenants  
 
 
 
 
 

            

Abkhazi Gardens   0.6 Hectares      Located in Victoria, Purchased in 2000 
 

Garden Open:  2002 March 1 to September 30, Wed thru Sun 1-5pm.   
   2003 March 1 to September 30, Wed thru Sun 1-5pm. 

   Open Holiday Mondays during the season. 
  

Gift Shop Open: 2002 March 1 to September 30, Wed thru Sun 1-5pm.       
  2003 March 1 to September 30, Wed thru Sun 1-5pm. 
Gift Shop also open for Holiday Shopping November 15th to December 22. 
 

  Tea Room Open:  2002 March 1 to September 30, Wed thru Sun 1-5pm.   . 
     2003 March 1 to September 30, Wed thru Sun 1-5pm. 

 
Available on request, call (250) 598-8096. 
 

  $7.00 (Those arriving by bus or bicycle receive $1.00 off). 
 

1964 Fairfield Rd, Victoria.  Enter Victoria along Blanshard St., then turn left on Fairfield. 
 

The purchase and protection of Prince and Princess Abkhazi’s garden has been important in helping 
preserve a part of Victoria's rich history and culture. February 17th, 2000 will be a date to remember for 
Canadian garden enthusiasts. On that day The Land Conservancy of British Columbia (TLC) purchased the 
Abkhazi Garden in Victoria, Canada’s “City of Gardens”. Only a few months earlier, neighbours had 
learned of a developer’s plan to bulldoze the world-renowned garden of just over one acre to build twelve 
townhouses. TLC, supported by local volunteers, embarked on a three-month fundraising campaign, which 
miraculously raised the $1.4 million in funding required to finance the purchase. Donations amounting to 
$400,000 came from all over the world, and in the final week, sixteen individuals loaned TLC the $1 
million still needed to rescue the Abkhazi Garden. Over $800,000 is still needed to ensure that this 
irreplaceable garden treasure will be protected for future generations to enjoy. An additional $300,000 
must be raised to contribute to the appropriate restoration, preservation, and maintenance of the garden and 
house. 
Prince and Princess Abkhazi began creating their garden in 1946 after their separate internment during 
World War II. They maintained and improved the garden throughout their life together and it grew to 
feature native Garry Oak, ornamental evergreens, significant rhododendrons, rock and alpine plants, 
naturalized bulbs and good examples of Japanese maples and weeping conifers. The property is slightly 
more than one acre and is given shape and topography by dramatic outcropping of glaciated rock.  The 
Abkhazi Garden is the first preservation of a historic private garden in Victoria.  
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p

 O   
Abkhazi Gardens Lot 2  0.133 Hectares      Located in Victoria, Purchased in 2001 
 
This vacant lot next door to the Abkhazi Garden was once a part of the garden.   It has been purchased by 
TLC and will be returned to the garden.  In addition it will provide space for service areas and a secondary 
access to the garden. 
 
 

c  O  
Achilles Covenant  12.3 Hectares      Located on Salt Spring Isl., Covenanted in 2001 
 
The Achilles Covenant is a heavily forested property on Salt Spring Island.  It contains 2 ponds, a rocky 
outcrop and bluff area which hosts rare and endangered vegetation.  The forest on the property is mostly 
mixed coniferous and deciduous forest, with varied understory vegetation.  Many wildlife trees are present, 
and the ponds provide habitat for birds and amphibians (as well as Cutthroat Trout which were introduced 
to the ponds). 
 

c  O  
Alton Property  13.6 Hectares          Located on Salt Spring Isl., Covenanted in 1998 
 
This property is located near the head of Fulford Harbour on Salt Spring Island.  It contains a small 
watershed and ravine which serves two residences with household water.  The lower end of the ravine has 
not been logged. The ravine contains old Red Cedar  and Douglas Fir trees.  The larger part of the property 
was selectively logged approximately 50 years ago and now contains second growth Grand Fir and Red 
Alder with some Douglas Fir.  The property is significant as it is in the ALR and also is a target area being 
protected by a group of national, provincial and local conservation organizations.  Species documented 
from the property include Red Cedar, Douglas Fir, Grand Fir, Red Alder, Big-Leaf Maple, Salal, Oregon 
Grape,and Sword Fern.  The property also contained a Heronry in the past.  The Land Conservancy of BC 
and the Salt Spring Island Conservancy hold a conservation covenant on the property . 
 
 

c  O  
Annis Covenant  24 Hectares         Located near Invermere, Covenanted in 2001 
 
The property is situated on the "Toby Benches" a rolling 35 km2 plateau which lies at the foot of the Purcell 
Mountains, near Invermere, BC. This area is in the East Kootenay Trench ecosection of the Southern 
Rocky Mountain Trench ecoregion.  Since fire suppression has been in general practice for the last half of 
the century there has been a general trend toward forest in-growth on sites that were formerly grassland, 
grass-shrublands and open forest.  Two unconnected ponds lie within the covenant and together with the 
forested areas, provide habitat for a variety of wildlife species, including the red-listed Bager.  This 
property provides an important corridor for wildlife and refuge for wild plant species. 
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c  O24
  

Atkins Road  2.02 Hectares  Located in Victoria, Covenanted in 2000 
 
297 Atkins Road, Victoria.  Exit Hwy 1 onto Hwy 14 (Exit #10), turn right onto Atkins Rd. 
 

This property was originally purchased by The Land Conservancy in partnership with CRD Parks.  It has 
now been designated as CRD Park and significantly contributes to the Galloping Goose Regional Trail.  
The Land Conservancy now holds a conservation covenant on this land.    
 
 

c  O24
   

Ayum Creek  7 Ha. (total)       Located near Sooke, Covenanted in 1997,1998,2000 
 
Drive towards Sooke along Sooke Hwy., Ayum Creek Park is located along the road. 

 
TLC purchased and donated 2 parcels of land containing portions of Ayum Creek and donated them to 
CRD Parks.  TLC holds three covenants in partnership with Habitat Acqusition Trust surrounding Ayum 
Creek near Sooke, BC.  The Land Conservancy also owns a small rental property next to the park.  The 
covenants ensure the health of a salmon-bearing stream, Ayum Creek.  The areas protected connect with 
Ayum Creek Regional Park to the south, therefore continuing the protection of Ayum Creek North from the 
Sooke Harbour to the Galloping Goose Linear Park and north towards the Sooke Hills.   It provides a vital 
link between the two parks and plays an important role in the “Sea to Sea green belt” vision. Stream 
restoration on Ayum Creek is being carried out under the direction of the Society for the Protection of 
Ayum Creek.    
 
 

O     
p

    
Ayum Creek Rental Cottage  1 Ha.            Located near Sooke  

 
Drive towards Sooke along Sooke Hwy., Ayum Creek Park is located along the road. 

O  Public is free to rent the cabin and use the adjacent parks 
Adjacent to lands already covenanted by TLC, this cottage is rented until April 2003.  At this time, TLC 
Enterprises will furnish the cottage and will rent the house and garden for visitors to the Capital Region.  
This cottage is adjacent to the Galloping Goose trail and a five minute drive from the town of Sooke.  
Across the street is a trail through a park leading to the Sooke Basin.  View rental rates at 
www.conservancy.bc.ca 
 
 

 c  O24
   

p
 

Barnfield Farm   1.932 acres       Located near Whistler, Covenanted in 1997 
Drive past Whistler village towards Pemberton, turn left at Lorimer Road.  Follow Lorimer 
Road until Crabapple Drive and turn left.  Follow the road until the Barnfield wooden bus 

stop.  On the left side of the road, is a sign for the Blueberry trail.  To visit the covenants, 
follow the Blueberry trail. 

 
The Barnfield Farm is three covenants, protecting a wildlife corridor for black bears and other mammals 
traveling between the River of Golden Dreams and parkland on the east shore of Alta Lake, in Whistler.  
The covenants also protect a stand of old growth conifers at the north end of Blueberry Trail.  The 
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properties are now owned by the Resort Town of Whistler and protected by a Conservation Covenant held 
and monitored annually by The Land Conservancy.  The land was donated to the Town by the developer.  
Of the full 24 acres in this development site, 4 have been earmarked for a 23-unit employee housing 
development.  A further 12 acres were set aside for 8 low-density single-family residences.  The remaining 
8 acres, or one-third of the original development parcel, now form the protected area. 
 
 

c  O  
Bailin Property  3.24 Hectares       Located in North Saanich, Covenanted in 2000 
 
The property is located in the District of North Saanich on Vancouver Island, and lies within the Coastal 
Douglas-fir biogeoclimatic zone.  Medium density as well as semi-open Douglas-fir canopy cover 
dominates the property. Western red cedars are the dominant canopy cover along the northeast and east 
portions that traverse the lot fro m north to south. Wildlife trees and nurse logs are located throughout the 
property.  They provide and enhance habitat for many species of plants and animals. They may be 
distinguished by age, structure, abundance and location.  Within the northern portion of the property, a 
burned-out cedar provides habitat for bat species (not identified at time of baseline) and pileated 
woodpeckers.  Riparian areas are located at the southeast corner and southeastern portion of the property.  
TLC and the Habitiat Acquisition Trust hold the conservation covenant on the property.  
  
 

  O     
Brooks Point  4 Hectares            Located on Pender Island, Became parkland in 2000 
 

Day use only. 
 

   On South Pender Island, along Kloshe Road.    

The Land Conservancy played a role in securing the future of Brooks Point on Pender Island.  We provided 
financial support which allowed the CRD to extend its option on this property for 1 year, thus allowing for  
the purchase of the property to be completed in January 2000. This acquisition built on the work of the 
Pender Island Conservation Association, Friends of Brooks Point, Islands Trust Fund, Habitat Acquisition 
Trust, Nature Conservancy of Canada, Wildlife Habitat Canada, TLC, and CRD Parks who together with 
tremendous support from the community succeeded in raising the funds required to purchase and protect 
this property. 
 
 

  O24
  

p
   

Christmas Hill Nature Sanctuary  7.8 Hectares, Located in Saanich, Protected in 2001 
  811 Rogers Ave., Victoria.  Exit Patricia Bay Hwy. onto McKenzie Ave.,  turn left on Quadra 
St., turn left on Woodhall Dr.  

 
The Land Conservancy has completed an important acquisition and addition to the Christmas Hill Nature 
Sanctuary in the Municipality of Saanich on Vancouver Island.  TLC has been working on this project in 
partnership with local Saanich schools and residents.  This acquisition involves four large lots, of almost 
one half acre each, on the north side of the hill.  The lots, which contain significant amounts of Garry Oak, 
are part of a parcel know as Rogers Farm.  This property is currently undergoing subdivision.  In a ground 
breaking arrangement, the Municipality of Saanich agreed to advance TLC a three-year interest free loan of 
almost four hundred thousand dollars to acquire the property.  In return, TLC agreed to make the lots part 
of the adjacent Christmas Hill Nature Sanctuary.   The sanctuary has been recognized as an ecologically 
significant remnant of Garry Oak Meadow, one of the rarest and most threatened native plant communities 
in Canada.   

O
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  O  

Clare Winnett Copeland Property        0.94 Ha.            Located in Shawnigan Lk,  
            Protected 2001 

 
In December of 2001, TLC received a very generous donation of land adjacent to Shawingan Lake near 
Victoria.  This donation was made in memory of Ms. Copeland who was the first landowner in the 1900s.  
The majority of the property is of a mature and old growth Douglas-fir forest.  Along the west side is a 
pond draining to riparian ecosystems along the Lake.  The property will be proteted in perpetuity and a 
covenant registered held by the Cowichan Community Land Trust and Habitat Acquisition Trust Fund. 
 
 

c  O  
Collins Property    Approx. 1 hectare    Located in East Sooke, Covenanted 2002 
 
This property is near Matheson Lake Regional Park and has been covenanted to protect the landowner’s old 
growth Douglas-fir trees. The property is also protect as a ‘memory garden’ for the family.  The covenant is 
held by TLC and Habitat Acquisition Trust.   
 
 

   O
 

Cowichan River    3 Hectares      Located near Duncan, Purchased in 2000- 2002 

Turn off Island Hwy. onto Trunk Road in Duncan, turn left onto Sherman Rd., turn left onto 
Cowichan Lake Rd., left at Stolz Rd., turn right at T intersection, take first left.   
  

TLC has been working in partnership with BC Parks and local residents to create a corridor of protected 
land along the Cowichan River.  TLC has provided technical and financial support in the acquisition of 
properties adjacent to this designated heritage river, namely the Strand and Moore properties  In 2002, TLC 
provided both financial and technical contributions to the Province in a donation of 1.0 ha of land by a 
landowner who wanted to see her land protected in perpetuity.   
 
 

   O  
p

  
Cowichan River Cabin   1.0 Hectares  Located near Lake Cowichan, Purchased in 2000 

O  Public welcome to rent cabin, please respect renters privacy. 
 

Turn off Island Hwy. onto Trunk Road in Duncan, turn left onto Sherman Rd., turn left onto 
Cowichan Lake Rd., left at Stolz Rd., turn right at T intersection, take first left.  Access the 

cabin by the footbridge. 
 
In the fall of 2000 TLC acquired its first project along the Cowichan River with the purchase of lands 
owned by Pearson College.  This property included a rustic log cottage.  The College continues to rent the 
cottage as an interpretive and educational site for its students.   

  2002 saw the first of many Working Holidays to be hosted at the cabin.  Many cabin upgrades were 
made by volunteers and the cabin is now ready to rent.  See www.conservancy.bc.ca for rental rates. A 
conservation covenant is now held on the property owned by TLC by the Province of BC and the Cowichan 
Community Land Trust. 
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  O24
     

Elizabeth Lake      0.614 Hectares    Located in Cranbrook , Donated in 1998 
1st & 15th, Cranbrook.   Follow Hwy. South out of Cranbrook, the trails and parking are on 
the left just outside of town.  

 
Located in Cranbrook, BC, the Elizabeth Lake property provides trail access for residents and visitors to 
the Elizabeth Lake wetlands.  The wetlands provide nesting opportunities for many species of birds.  This 
property was generously donated to The Land Conservancy of BC by its previous owners.   
 
 

 O  
Elkington Property            Located near Duncan 
 
This project is located in the Cowichan Valley and was a partnership of the Cowichan Community Land 
Trust and the Nature Conservancy of Canada.   It protects a very important area of Garry Oak and received 
support from the Federal Government and from the Habitat Conservation Trust Fund.      
The initial work on this project was done by TLC.   Bill Turner and Jonah Mitchel made the initial contact 
with the owners, negotiated with them not to renew their option with developers and TLC commissioned 
and directed an appraisal of the property.    The appraisal was greatly assisted by a donation from the 
Friends of Ecological Reserves.    Complettion of the project was transferred to the Nature Conservancy of 
Canada due to the availability of financial resources. 
 
 

 c  O24
   

p
 

Emerald Forest   56.3 Hectares  Located in Whistler, Covenanted in 2000 
Drive past Whistler village towards Pemberton, turn left at Lorimer Road.  Follow Lorimer 
Road until it ends.  Park on the side of the road and walk across the bridge over the River of 

Golden Dreams.  
  
Located in Whistler, this property is is made up of wetlands and old growth forest.  A system of trails is 
already established in the forest.  The Emerald Forest is located quite near the Barnfield Farms subdivision 
where TLC already holds three covenants that protect a wildlife corridor.  These properties are well used by 
both humans and wildlife (including black bears).  The property has been entrusted to the municipality of 
Whistler, and a covenant is co-held by The Land Conservancy and the municipality.   
 
 

c  O  
Esquimalt Property  0.3 Hectares       Located in Esquimalt, Covenanted in 1999 
 
TLC holds a covenant in partnership with the Municipality of Esquimalt to protect a valued piece of Garry 
Oak habitat in Esquimalt.  This particular ecosystem is one of the most endangered ecosystems in Canada, 
and particularily those sites in urban areas must be identified as a protection priority. 
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c  O   
Finlay Lake   6.7 Hectares      Located on Galiano Island, Covenanted in 2001 
 
This covenant protects the majority of one of the island's largest lakes.  The property is located within the 
Coastal Douglas-fir biogoeclimatic zone, and "ecosystem at risk" in BC.  The forest has thick underbrush 
and extensive riparian areas.  The lake contains lots of  woody debris and supports a variety of plant and 
insect life.  A wide variety of flora and fauna reside there, including the blue-listed Red-legged frog.  TLC 
holds a conservation covenant on the property with the Galiano Conservancy Association. 
 
 

 c   O24    

Gowlland Point  0.87 Hectares       Located on Pender Island, Covenanted in 2000 
 
9903 Kloshe Road, Pender Island   

 

The Land Conservancy of British Columbia (TLC) purchased this South Pender Island headland known as 
Gowlland Point. This property, adjacent to the recently protected Brooks Point, is crucial to the completion 
of a conservation vision aimed at preserving the very beautiful and ecologically sensitive landscape at the 
southern tip of South Pender.  
The area has been identified as an acquisition priority by the Capital Regional District (CRD) in its Parks 
Master Plan. It has great natural beauty and very high wildlife values and the site is known by the 
community as one of the finest recreational areas in the Gulf Islands.  It is easily accessible to people of all 
ages. From its spectacular shoreline of wave eroded rock Mt. Baker dominates the southeastern horizon and 
seabirds such as harlequin ducks, surf scoters, Heerman's gulls, terns, jaegers, oystercatchers, murres, 
murrelets, and auklets can be easily viewed.  Pods of killer whales are often seen offshore and seal, mink, 
and otter are commonly sighted. The grassy headland also supports an abundance of rare native plants 
including one of the most profuse shows of chocolate lilies on the Gulf Islands. 
 
 

   

Holland Creek  Approx 8.9 Ha.         Located in Ladysmith 
 
TLC is working in partnership with the Friends of Holland Creek to help purchase a trail buffer along the 
south side of Holland Creek.  The corridor will maintain a full visual and auditory buffer for the trail 
system from the planned development and preserve it as a natural ecosystem and park. The Friends of 
Holland Creek are also working with the Cowichan community Land Trust to secure this land. 
 
 

     
Horsefly River Riparian Conservation Area      313.5 Hectares  
          Located near Williams Lake, Purchased in 1999 
 

From the town of Horsefly drive across the blue bridge down Patenaude to Black Creek 
Guest Ranch (24.5 km).  TLC does not own Black Creek Ranch itself.  About  5 km before the 

Ranch at 19k on the right, you will note TLC’s first parcel of land and signage explaining 
the property.  At approximately 28 k, slightly past the right fork, you will come to an 
interpretive area for the River. 

 
This 313 hectare property is located on the Horsefly River and contains some of the most valuable fish 
spawning and rearing habitat in the world.  It also provides moose winter range and waterfowl habitat.  
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Species include salmon, rainbow trout, trumpeter swan, great blue heron, sandhill crane, wolverine, red fox, 
river otter, beaver, marten, ermine, long-tailed weasel, mink, cougar, bobcat, lynx and grey wolf.  The area 
is known for its high density of black bears, bald eagles and osprey, which gather to feed on spawning 
sockeye in the fall.  The primary objective of the acquisition by TLC The Land Conservancy of BC is the 
preservation of fish and wildlife habit.  Funding for this project was provided by Habitat Conservation 
Trust Fund, Mountain Equipment Co-Op, BCCF, and Department of Fisheries and Oceans.  This land is 
leased to the BC Government  for Wildlife Management and to Black Creek Ranch for agricultural use.    
 
 

 c  
p

      
Horth Hill Addition  5.369 Ha.         Located in North Saanich, Protected in 2002 

 
Off the Patricia  Bay Hwy heading north, take the Wain Road exit. Turn right on Tatlow Rd 
 

Horth Hill’s forest trails, Garry Oaks, spring wildflowers and panoramic views of the peninsula and Gulf 
Islands are enjoyed by local residents and visitors alike. The protection of this land as an addition to Horth 
Hill Regional Park was identified as an acquisition priority in the CRD Parks Master Plan. TLC, through its 
OURS FOREVER Campaign launched November 2001, has committed to work in partnership with CRD 
Parks to complete the Master Plan’s regional parks and trails system.  This acquisition adds 5.4 hectares of 
forest and wetland to the 36 hectare park located at the northern tip of the Saanich Peninsula on Vancouver 
Island.  
 

c  O  
Johnson Property  1.2 Hectares     Located in Comox, Covenanted in 1999 
 
This property is located in Comox, BC and is a mixed Douglas Fir forest sloping south toward Comox Bay.  
The northern boundary and panhandle contains a spring and swamp area.  The land was logged in the early 
years of the century.  This undeveloped land was purchased in 1979 by Frances Johnson, and The Land 
Conservancy now holds a conservation covenant to protect the ecological features of the property. 
 
 

c  O  
Kingco (River’s Crossing)     20.9 Hectares    Located in Victoria, Covenanted in 1999 
 

Located in the Highlands area of Greater Victoria, BC, the Kingco propety is protected under conservation 
covenant by The Land Cosnervancy of BC and the District of Highlands.  This lot covers a variety of 
habitat types, including Douglas Fir forest, Arbutus meadows and riparian areas.  These habitats are home 
to a variety of wildlife and vegetation species.  As urban influences increase in the area, it is important to 
protect areas of refuge for displaced wildlife. 
 
 

 O  
Knockan Hill (101 High Street)   1.05 Hectares Located in Victoria, 2001 
 

The Town of View Royal and Friends of Knockan Hill Park now hold protection over a property called 
Knockan Hill in View Royal (Greater Victoria area).  TLC agreed to provide technical assistance and help 
in mainaining the integrity of the wild life, birds and flora that reside there.  The property has been 
identified as a conservation priority in the Conservation Data Center’s Sensitive Ecosystem Inventory.  The 
area contains a rare rocky bluff with dwarf Garry Oaks and Garry Oak meadow.  It not only comprises this 
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rare ecosystem, but also provides a buffer for Knockan Hill Park which is adjacent.  Furthermore, the 
property is one with a rich cultural significance involving both native use and early settlers.   
 
 

   O24  
Koeye    74 Hectares            Located near Bella Bella,  Protected in 2001 

Near Bella Bella, very difficult access, mostly by kayak. 
 
 

TLC partnered with the Raincoast Conservation Society, Ecotrust and the Heiltsuk Nation to purchase a  
property at the mouth of one of B.C.’s rare old growth ecosystems – the Koeye River Valley.   
The Koeye watershed lies within the Great Bear Rainforest. The valley has long been recognized as a top 
priority for protection as a grizzly bear and salmon stronghold, both by government and non-governmental 
organizations.   The Department of Fisheries and Oceans lists Koeye as a Class 1 river in terms of its 
importance for salmon habitat.   The Ministry of Environment also identified Koeye as a top priority for 
protection for its grizzly bear values  
TLC and its partners seized the opportunity to purchase this 74-hectare private lot and accompanying lodge 
at the mouth of the Koeye River with the intent of re-establishing First Nations stewardship, cultural 
heritage and conservation objectives within the valley. Presence and ownership at the mouth of the river is 
crucial for safeguarding the ecological and wildlife values within the valley. 
The vision is to convert this contentious fishing lodge into a conservation, research, and cultural healing 
center under the direction of the Heiltsuk people.  
 
       

c  O24
 

Kwel Nature Reserve       21 Hectares     Located on Lasqueti Island, Covenanted 2002 
Main & Tucker Rd. on Lasqueti Island. 
 

This 21 hectare property is located on Lasqueti Island, BC.  It is varied topographically and ranges from 
slightly above sea level to high escarpments to the north.  This is a Coastal Douglas Fir forest and 
represents a number of forest types including Pine-Arbutus, Salal-Oregon Grape, and Swordfern 
ecosystems with the varied communities of the understory which reflect and support the emerging forest.  
Ecosystem mapping has been completed on the property.  In addition the site contains wildlife habitat 
(osprey and eagle have been sighted on the property), rock outcrops, sandy areas, escarpments, and scenic 
vistas.  At the top portion of the property significant views exist over the Georgia Strait and the mainland.  
TLC holds a conservation covenant with Nanaimo Area Land Trust for this property owned by the Islands 
Trust Fund. 
 
 

c        
Linnaea Farm      127 Hectares        Located on Cortes Island, Covenanted in 1999 

From Cortes ferry turn right onto Carrington Bay Rd., carry on along Whaletown Rd., turn 
right onto Seaford Rd. 

 
Linnaea Farm is located on Cortes Island, one of the Discovery Islands in Georgia Strait, approximately 
150 miles north of Vancouver, BC. Linnaea Farm, which currently consists of 314 acres, has always been 
central to the history and development of the Cortes Island community.  Produce from the gardens has been 
sold and traded, milk was delivered while the dairy was in operation, and camps with horse-riding activities 
were available to young people from Cortes and beyond.  Trails through the property are still commonly 
used for horseback riding, hiking or simply as shortcuts for the Cortes residents and tourists.  These include 
trails to  Cortes Bay, Easter Bluff, Larson's Meadow, and the lakeside trail to Hague Lake.  Linnaea Farm 
also provides access to the pristine waters of Gunflint Lake for swimmers, boaters and fishers.  The 
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diversity and beauty of the landscape, the flora and fauna, and the exceptional vistas have always made this 
property a popular destination for lovers of nature.  There is a history of use of the buildings and facilities 
by the larger community as well. This property is important for research, development and teaching of 
stewardship of the land and its resources within an ecological context, and their utilization in the areas of 
food production, crops, livestock, appropriate technology, and building maintainance techniques. TLC 
works in partnership with the Linnaea Farm Society to ensure this vision.  It is important to develop and 
provide public education programs which encourage intellectual, personal and creative development, and 
teach values and skills for ecological sterwardship of the planet. The Land Conservancy of BC holds a 
conservation covenant on this Farm with the Quadra Island Conservancy to help to preserve these qualities 
for future generations to enjoy and learn from. 
 
 

  c  O24
  

p
 

Matthews Point     14.6 Hectares    Located on Galiano Island, 1999 
Located along Bluff Rd. on Galiano Isl., east of Georgeson Beach. 
 

Located on the South end of Galiano Island.  This property is a vital piece in the preservation of Active 
Pass.  It contains ½ of Matthews Point and is a natural, unaltered Gulf Island landscape.  Millions of 
visitors experience this area annually.  It contains spectacular bluffs, a large portion of natural forest and a 
quarter mile long sand beach.  Recreational opportunities include a beautiful setting that is accessible by 
foot for hiking, bird/whale -watching and photography.  Tall ridges, and draped Arbutus provide a relaxing 
atmosphere for kayaking and canoeing.  There is an excellent trail system for both novice and experienced 
hikers, and a pristine white sand beach.  Biological features of the property include sensitive Coastal 
Douglas fir/Garry Oak ecosystems, rare dry-zone vegetation, essential migrating bird habitat, Bald Eagle 
nesting zone, and intertidal and beach areas.  The area is home to Threatened Species such as: Sharp-tailed 
Snake, Northern Goshawk, Marbled Murrelet, Townsend's Big -eared Bat, and Ermine.  TLC holds a 
conservation covenant on this property to ensure the protection of this important property. 
 
 

c                          
p

 
Max Lake        5.72 Hectares     Located on West Bench adjacent to Penticton, Covenanted 2001 

 
Turn left off of Hwy #97 onto West Bench Drive and then onto Bartlett Drive, follow Bartlett 

Drive to Max Lake Road.   Max Lake is located on the right side of Max Lake Road approximately 
500 metres from the Bar tlett Drive/Max Lake turn off. 
 
The Max Lake conservation covenant is TLC’s first covenant in the Okanagan-Similkameen area.  This 
covenant is co-held with the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen, and is the first of its kind for the 
Regional District.  Over 85% of the wetland and riparian habitats that once existed within the South 
Okanagan-Similkameen have been lost or degraded by human settlement and development.  Protecting 
wetland and riparian areas in the dry climate of the South Okanagan-Similkameen is vital if the unique and 
rare species of this region of BC are to survive.  Max Lake and its associated wetland and riparian habitats 
are extremely important to a number of rare and endangered species, including the vivid dancer, the 
greatbasin spadefood toad, painted turtles, western screech owls, numerous bats, and bird species.  This 
conservation covenant was completed under the auspices of the South Okanagan Similkameen 
Conservation Program, with partners like Ducks Unlimited, and the South Okanagan Naturalists Club 
playing an important role in the protection of this important wetland area. 
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c  O  
Maxwell Lake     Approx. 106.3 Ha.        Located on Salt Spring Isl. Covenanted in 2001 
 
Maxwell Lake is a water reservoir for 617 consumers, including industrial users and the town of Ganges.   
This piece of land has a direct impact on drinking water quality for many residents of Salt Spring Island, as 
the majority of its runoff enters the lake. It is important to protect this property to sustain the long-term 
health of the watershed. As well, Garry Oak, the main species of one of BC’s four ecosystems at risk can be 
found on the property, demonstrating an important connection to the adjacent 285 hectares of land 
purchased by the Nature Trust of British Columbia for the protection of one of the largest stands of Garry 
Oak remaining in North America.  The purpose of this covenant is to ensure protection of the lands, 
vegetation and the quality and quantity of the water supply flowing from the lands in perpetuity. 
Management of this purpose will be maintained and encouraged by the landowner and monitored on an 
annual basis by The Land Conservancy and Salt Spring Island Conservancy. 
 
 

  O   
Mcfadden Creek Heronry    4 Hectares     Located on Salt Spring Isl, Protected 1997 
 
This valuable piece of Heron habitat is located on Salt Spring Island.  TLC provided $10,000 in financial 
support to the Wild Bird Trust of British Columbia to aid in protecting this critical habitat.   
 
 

c  O  
Morton Property   9.4 Hectares         Located on Salt Spring Island, Covenanted 2000 
 
The property is located near Fulford Harbour on Salt Spring Island, British Columbia.  It contains a flat, 
uniformly forested area supporting deep, rich soils, and areas marked by steep hillsides.  There is also a 
small ravine located in the southeasternmost portion of the Morton property. During wetter months, small 
ephemeral streams exist through the middle of the property.  The property is generally a mix of 
deciduous and coniferous trees. Red alder, western red cedar, Douglas fir, and bigleaf maple trees are found 
in the pond area. There are also a few arbutus and wild holly trees in this area. Understory and groundcover 
of the pond region include Nootka rose, lady fern, horsetails, skunk cabbage, loosestrife, vanilla leaf, and 
twinflower. Located nearby the driveway are two wildlife cedar trees. Wildlife trees provide a valuable 
habitat for local flora and fauna such as ravens, bald eagles, and woodpeckers.  Black-tailed deer and 
cougars have also been seen in the area.   Nurse logs, also visible throughout most of the property, provide 
evidence of logging.  TLC, along with the Salt Spring Island Conservancy hold a conservation covenant on 
this property. 
 
 

c  O  
Mt. Matheson   Approx. 15.8 Ha.     Located in East Sooke Covenanted 2002 
 
This property contains  mature Douglas-fir ecosystems and an unused water reservoir.  The landowners will 
work with Wilderness Mountain Water Corporation to maintain the health of the resevoir.  The reservoir 
also provides habitat for many wetland plants and animals as well as for local wildlife.  The conservation 
covenant is held by TLC, Habitat Acquisition Trust and Wilderness Mountain Water Corporation.  
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O       
Nanaimo River   56 Hectares           Located near Nanaimo 1999 & 2000 

O  Day use only. 
From Victoria, turn right from the Trans Canada Hwy. on to Thatcher Rd, then right on to 
Frey Rd., for 1.5 km. Look for TLC signs at pull-out. 

 

The Nanaimo River Flood-Plain project consists of 56 hectares of old growth Douglas-fir forest and is an 
important area ecologically and for commercial and recreational fisheries values. The coastal Douglas-fir 
forest ecosystem is classified as one of the top four most endangered ecosystems within the whole of 
Canada. In BC this ecosystem occurs only on southeast Vancouver Island and on the Gulf Islands.  Only a 
tiny fraction of Douglas-fir stands remain in a relatively unaltered condition. Because this property is an 
unstable flood-plain (making logging a challenge), a large stand of trees has been left intact.  An important 
riparian zone, such as this, forms a necessary transition between aquatic and terrestrial environments.  This 
area provides water, food and shelter; three critical habitat elements for salmonids and waterfowl.  The 
Nanaimo River is rated as one of the top steelhead rivers for anglers on Vancouver Island.   The Land 
Conservancy purchased these two parcels to ensure the protection of this sensitive Salmon habitat forever.  
The property is now leased to the Regional District of Nanaimo for park purposes.  Partners include the 
Regional District of Nanaimo, Nanaimo Fish and Game Club, Trout Unlimited, Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada and Habitat Conservation Trust Fund.  Funding is still needed to cover covenant costs and as well 
as for the maintenance and restoration efforts of certain areas. 
 

 2002 saw the first of many Working Holidays along the Nanaimo River.  Day trips were made 
from the Cowichan River cabin camp to work on removal of invasive plant species, Scotch Broom and 
Himalayan Blackberry.  Volunteers also picked up garbage from along the river.  See 
www.conservancy.bc.ca for Working Holiday dates and prices. 
 
 

c  O  
Newhouse  Covenant   0.8 Hectares      Located near Invermere, Covenanted 2001 
 
The covenant held by TLC applies to the area of the property that is marshland.  The marsh is an open 
water area surrounded by bulrushes and cattails.  The biogeoclimatic zone for the property is Kootenay Dry 
Mild variant of the interior Douglas Fir Zone.  The marsh area provides breeding and rearing habitat for a 
variety of waterfowl and songbirds.  American Bitterns have been noted here, as well as Western Toads and 
spotted frogs.  The covenant will now esablish a level of protection on the wetland area allowing natural 
succession to occur there. 
 
 

c  O  
Paradise Valley     62.7 Hectares              Located near Winlaw, Covenanted in 2000 
 

Located along Paradise Valley Road near Winlaw, BC, this property is wooded with mixed conifers.  There 
are also some Cottonwood found along Dumont Creek.  The land has been s ubject to light logging since the 
early 1900's and consequently there are few large trees.  The largest trees are found along Dumont Creek. 
There are Lodge Pole Pine to the west of Paradise Valley Road and most of the trees are 20 meters in 
height and 150 mm to 300 mm at the butt.  Approximately 25% of the trees are standing dead and there are 
fallen trees and a small area of blow down in this section of the land.  There is no indication of Bark Beetle. 
Wildlife on the property is mixed and include black bear, moose, deer, cougar, bobcat and small mammals 
of various kinds.  Grouse and other birds are viewed but not plentiful.  Ducks sometines use the Lily Pond 
for nesting.  Larger mammals probably do not actually reside on the property.  Night Hawks inhabit the 
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rocky pormorntory at the northwest corner of the property.  The Land Conservancy holds a conservation 
covenant on the property. 
 
 

c  O  
Pincott Property       0.42 Hectares        Located in Abbotsford, Covenanted in 2000 
 

This property is located in Abbotsford, BC. The property’s current use is residential.  The non-covenanted 
area consists of two residential houses and decorative gardens, which cover about one-third of the two 
parcels.  A gazebo and two small, man-made ponds are included in the decorative gardens.  The covenanted 
area is almost entirely forested.  Located in the Coastal Western Hemlock biogeoclimatic zone, the forest is 
mixed deciduous/coniferous with regenerating second growth.  The most significant feature of the property 
is the small wetland in the northeastern corner.  This area includes the blue-listed Pacific waterleaf.  
Overall, the significance of this property derives from the fact that it is a relatively undisturbed second 
growth forest in a district that is rapidly losing its natural areas due to urban expansion.  It is an important 
site since it provides habitat for many species of wildlife. 
 
 

O     
Qualicum Bat House     0.61 Hectares  Located near Qualicum Beach, Purchased in 1999 
 

In September of 1999 The Land Conservancy of B.C. purchased a property in Qualicum specifically to 
protect a nursing colony of the Blue-Listed Townsend’s Big-Eared bat that has been identified as residing 
there. This is one of only two nursing colonies known on Vancouver Island.  The Townsend’s Big-Eared 
bat is threatened throughout much of its original range and populations are dropping markedly with roost 
disturbance appearing to be a decisive factor in this bat's decline.  The bat nusery is located in a derelict 
house on the property.  Though the house is beyond human habitation it is a perfect home for Townsend’s 
Big-Eared bats and must be protected and strengthened to provide a long lasting bat nursery site. 

 Day trip Working Holidays are planned for the bat house for site clean-up and property 
maintenance.  See www.conservancy.bc.ca for details. 
 
 

c  O  
Ralston Property    Approx. 10.12 Ha.   Located on Thetis Island, Protected 2002 
 
The landowner has registered 22 acres of his property with a covenant held by TLC and the Cowichan 
Community Land Trust.  A portion of the property that buffers a trail will be managed by the island 
ratepayers association. The land is a mix of Cedar / Alder / Douglas fir with a large wetland straddling its 
western boundary. There are some bluffs on the eastern side of the property with Arbutus and some 
scattered individual Garry Oaks. 
 
 

c  O  
G. Robertson Property  16.9 Hectares   Located on Cortes Island, Covenanted 2001 
 

TLC holds a covenant to protect 16.9 Hectares on Cortes Island in partnership with Silva Forest 
Foundation.  The property contains pristine Coastal Douglas Fir ecosystem and provides valued habitat to a 
variety of wildlife species.  Furthermore, parts of the property are used as research plots for ecologically 
sensitive logging practices. 
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Ross Bay Villa       0.11 Hectares      Located in Victoria,  Purchased in 1999 

 
1490 Fairfield Rd, Victoria.  Enter Victoria along Blanshard St., then turn left on Fairfield. 
 
TLC hosts Hard Hat Interpretive tours throughout the Villa.  Call 479-8053 for dates and 
times. 

Ross Bay Villa is located at 1490 Fairfield Road, Victoria B.C.  Ross Bay Villa is a rare survivor, being 
one of fewer than dozen 1860’s houses left in the City of Victoria.  Built in 1865, the one-story residence is 
remarkably intact, retaining almost all of its original detailing, both inside and out.  The design of the house 
is in the Gothic revival style with exterior elements including modest but finely-made wood Gothic trefoil 
detailing on the porch (now closed), unusual chamfered detailing on the exterior window frames, 
decorative turned finials at the roof peaks and a rare double-flue chimney.  In the summer that Ross Bay 
Villa was built, Francis Roscoe and his family moved into the house, where they lived until 1878.  Roscoe 
was Liberal M.P. for Victoria from 1874 to 1877.  His riding was taken over by Sir John A. MacDonald.  In 
1884, George Winter Sr. rented the Ross Bay Villa for his hack and livery business, moving his family into 
the home in 1892.  Mr. Winter was a coachman for Colonial Governors Kennedy and Seymour and later 
Lieutenant-Governors Trutch, Richards and Cornwall.  George Winter Sr. died in 1911 and the estate was 
subdivided in 1912.  Stonemason John Mortimer, the founder of Mortimer’s Monumental Works, moved 
into the house in 1912.  Mortimer was responsible for many of the headstones and monuments in the Ross 
Bay Cemetery.  After John Mortimer’s death in 1921, several different owners lived in the Ross Bay Villa.  
The last owners who lived there were John and Elizabeth Hewison who purchased the property in 1952 and 
kept it trim and well repaired until they sold it in 1988.  The Land Conservancy purchased Ross Bay Villa 
in partnership with the Heritage Building Foundation, Old Cemeteries Society, and the Province to ensure 
restoration and protection of this historically significant site for now and for future generations.  
 
 

O   
Salt Spring - Burgoyne Bay      665 Ha.     Located on Salt Spring Isl. Protected 2001 
 
TLC was a significant partner in the purchase of these lands by BC Parks and CRD Parks.  The protected 
land covers an area from Mount Maxwell to the south shores of Burgoyne Bay as well as the slopes of 
Mount Sullivan, Mount Tuam and Bruce Peak. The landscape is of mixed Douglas Fir, Garry Oak and 
Arbutus forest with scenic rocky bluffs and lush valley-bottom groves of Red Cedar and ancient Douglas 
Firs. Burgoyne Bay itself is the largest undeveloped bay and estuary left in the southern Gulf Islands. It 
contains significant conservation, recreation, wildlife, fish, and historic values. Two salmon streams run 
into the bay, which has about 2 km of sensitive tidal flat with extensive healthy eelgrass beds. It is also 
adjacent to the proposed Marine Conservation Area in Sansum Narrows. The Salt Spring Island community 
is working with BC Parks to develop the management plan and appropriate park use of these lands.  
 
 

O  c  

Salt Spring Covenant    11.6 Ha.        Located on Salt Spring Isl. Protected in 2002 
 

This landowner wishes to protect the ecological diversity of her property. The forest, which has been 
selectively logged but never clear-cut, is interspersed with rocky ridges supporting arbutus, and a wetland 
which is a tributary to cutthroat trout-bearing Mansell creek. The Douglas-fir/Arbutus plant association 
considered at risk by the Conservation Data Center is represented on the property (S3 Blue List). This 
property provides habitat for the Red-legged frog, which has been identified as a species at risk. The 
northern aspect of the slope on this lot provides for lush tree growth. 
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O  
Salt Spring Oaks  Approx. 205 Ha.          Located on Salt Spring Isl., Protected in 2001 
 
This  property is held by Nature Trust of BC to ensure that the endangered Garry Oak ecosystem there is 
protected.  TLC aided in this acquisition by providing technical assistance and financed the appraisal. 
 
 

  O    
Similkameen River Pines     51.4 Hectares     Located near Keremeos , 2001 
 

From Hwy. # 3 turn onto Nighthawk Rd., then onto Sumass Rd., it is the l ast property before 
the Canada/US border. 

 

This property, formerly known as the Harper property, consists of 51 hectares along the east side of the 
Similkameen River in the South Okanagan Valley.  The south edge of the property is on the Canada-U.S.A. 
border.  The property lies within the South Okanagan bunchgrass region. Biotic features associated with the 
bunchgrass region include unique ecotypes of bitterbrush and grassland where several plant and animal 
species unique to Canada are found in a very restricted range. Most of these areas have been extensively 
developed for agriculture and settlement and there are very few remaining areas in a close-to-natural state 
or protected as park or reserve. This property is only partly developed and it presents an important and 
relatively scarce conservation opportunity. 
Although small in area, the property contains a relatively wide array of habitat types. A narrow band of 
floodplain and riverine habitats are adjacent to the Similkameen River. Adjacent to the riparian habitats, 
there is an elevated terrace of old river sediments. The terrace features varied forest and ground cover and 
several large, old growth Ponderosa pines. Elsewhere the terrace supports open, second growth pine and 
Douglas-fir stands with an understory of bunchgrasses, elderberry, Saskatoon berry, rabbit bush, balsam 
root, Oregon grape and mariposa lily. Portions of the terrace appear wetter and support a wider mix of 
grasses, shrubs and low deciduous trees, mainly willows and cottonwood.  To the east, the terrace gives 
way to steep, rocky slopes, scree and talus piles of angular rocks. Here, vegetation varies from Ponderosa 
pine and bunchgrass, to Douglas-fir and non-vegetated rock. 
The general vicinity of the property has very high potential to include a number of threatened and 
endangered wildlife species. These include numerous species of bats and several reptiles and amphibians 
such as Painted Turtle, Gopher Snake and Western Rattlesnake. The area also supports a wide range of 
interesting birds, especially birds of prey, woodpeckers and passerine birds. Common mammals include 
Mule Deer, Black Bear, mountain Vole, Cougar and Coyote. 
 
 

        O24
   

p
   

Sooke Hills     1380 Hectares     Located near Sooke , Purchased in 2001 
 

Drive towards Sooke along Sooke Highway, turn right onto Harbourview Rd., drive to the 
end of the road, park within the concrete barrier lot.  The parking lot gate is open between 

8:00 am and 6:00 pm.   
 

The Sooke Hills are located west of Victoria, between the communities of Langford, Metchosin and the 
Village of Sooke. In accomplishing the vision of the Sea To Sea Green Belt, The Land Conservancy (TLC) 
of British Columbia has purchased 1380 hectares in the Sooke Hills. TLC's successful purchase of this land 
will complete a critical link between Sooke Hills Wilderness Regional Park and Sooke Mountain Provincial 
Park.  Protection of this land has been proposed and supported for years by a broad alliance of local 
conservation groups.  Working together these groups hope to link existing parks from Salt Spring Island to 
East Sooke and create a 200 sq. km. corridor of permanently protected land and marine area on the western 
boundary of the Capital Region.  These critical lands include: 
• 1,507 acres of forested hills on the northern boundary of Sooke Mountain Provincial Park; 
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• 1,899 acres on the park's southern boundary;  
• A 1-acre area along the Galloping Goose Regional Trail at Sooke Basin; 
• Mt. Manuel Quimper (and many of the other Sooke Hills);  
• Three beautiful lakes; and 
• Large sections of both Ayum Creek and Charters River valleys. 
 

 

            
South Winchelsea Island     10.4 Ha.        Located near Lantzville, Purchased in 1988 

 
You must take a water taxi from either Schooner Cove or Snaw Naw As Marina. 

 Working Holidays have been held on South Winchelsea since 1999.  Please see 
www.conservancy.bc.ca to register to help remove invasive plant species Himalayan Blackberry and 
Scotch Broom.   

 With significant volunteer help, TLC has renovated this luxurious 3 bedroom cabin 
complete with running hot water, solar electricity and stunning views of Mt. Arrowsmith.  Call 479-
8053 for rental availability. 
 
South Winchelsea Island is one of 19 islands that make up the Ballenas-Winchelsea Archipelago.  The 
archipelago is located off the East Coast of Vancouver Island running north from the Lantzville area and 
Nanoose Harbour to Rathtrevor Beach near Parksville.  South Winchelsea Island was purchased by The 
Land Conservancy in 1988.  The island is recognized as having national and international significance for 
its biodiversity values.  Its 10.4 hectares are largely undisturbed Garry Oak-Arbutus ecosystem.  The island 
is a nesting and resting place for many species of birds.   California and Steller Sea Lions frequently use the 
shores around the north end as a haul out area.   The Island is being managed as an ecological reserve.  
Visitors are allowed to visit the island provided they respect the fragile nature of the plant communities and 
provided they do not have fires or camp.  Anyone intending to visit the island is strongly encouraged to 
contact The Land Conservancy in advance.  A three-bedroom home, located at the North end of the island, 
is available to rent, with the income used to help pay off the mortgage.  The Islands Trust Fund and 
Nanaimo and Area Land Trust hold the conservation covenant on this property.   
 
 

c  O  
Stewart Mountain Road 29.1 Ha. (total),     Located inVictoria, Covenanted in 1998 
 
Located in the Highlands area of Greater Victoria, 26 lots along Stewart Mountain Road are protected 
under conservation covenant by The Land Conservancy and the District of Highlands.  These lots cover a 
variety of habitat types, including Douglas Fir forest, Arbutus meadows and riparian areas.  These habitats 
are home to a variety of wildlife and vegetation species.  As urban influences increase in the area, it is 
important to protect areas of refuge for displaced wildlife. 
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Syringa Creek Property      22.3 Hectares     Located near Castlegar, Donated in 2001  
 

Driving north of Castlegar on Highway 3, turn right on Broadwater Road, the property is  
adjacent to the east boundary of Syringa Creek Provincial Park 

 
This property is located adjacent to Syringa Creek Provincial Park, 19km west of Castlegar off Highway 3.  
It contains a rare and unique variant of the Interior Douglas Fir biogeoclimatic zone with southern exposure 
facing Arrow Lake.  Because of its southern exposure, the property contains important winter range for 
deer and other ungulates (including bighorn sheep).  The variation in topography and vegetation types also 
contribute to its value as habitat for other species of wildlife, most notably cougars. 
 
 

c  O  
Taitinger Property     Approx 1.0 Ha.    Located in Victoria, Covenanted in 2002 
 
The owner of this development has chosen to create parkland on a portion of his property.  The covenant, 
held by TLC and the District of Langford, protects Arbutus and mature Douglas-fir trees.  The covenanted 
area has viewscapes of Mill Hill Regional park.  The covenant will be monitored every year and neighbours 
of the covenanted area will be approached to let them know of the features of the land adjacent to them. 
 
 

  O      
Talking Mountain Ranch           30760 Ha.        Near Clinton,  Purchased 1999 

Turn onto Moha Rd. in Lillooet, turn right onto West Pavillion Forest Service Rd., drive 
about 83 km to the 93 k signage along the FSR, then turn right.  This is an active forest 
service road and requires a radio to communicate your position with other vehicles 

 
Talkin Mountain Ranch, also known as Reynolds Ranch, is located on the west side of the Fraser River 
about 30 km West of Clinton, and presents a unique opportunity for those who care about preservation of 
ecologically significant land in B.C.'s Central Interior.   TLC purchased 403 hectares of this property.   
Attached to the fee simple land is 30,350 hectares of Crown range land, secured by tenure, located on the 
west side of the Fraser River between Lone Cabin Creek and Watson Bar Creek.  The landscape 
encompasses a diversity of ecosystems and habitats. Grasslands, riparian zones, wetlands, brush and 
transitional to sub-alpine forested slopes are all represented.   Associated species include the common 
poorwill, Lewis' woodpecker, prairie falcon, western rattlesnake, pallid bat, mule deer, grizzly bear and 
cougar.   The backdrop of towering hoodoos, limestone sinkholes and imposing canyons increases the 
allure of the area.  TLC continues the operation of this ranch through a lease arragement. Conservation 
remains the highest priority for the operations.   TLC will open the ranch to the public for education and 
research opportunities.   Maintaining the grazing tenure increases the area under protection to 30,760 
hectares.  Preserving ranches is an effective means of protecting large continuous spaces supporting many 
species.  As a majority of grassland areas in this province are privately held (especially low elevation and 
riparian sites) the opportunity for public access to research or inventory these sites is rare.   This ranch will 
serve as an example of how ranching can be an environmental endeavor. TLC hopes that management of 
this property will prove that ranching and conservation are not the mutually exclusive activities that many 
perceive them to be. Access off the public roads and off crown land requires permission though our 
Regional Manager.   This is an active ranch operated by tenant whose privacy is to be respected.  

 Working Holidays have been hosted at Reynolds Talking Mountain Ranch since 1999.  See 
www.conservancy.bc.ca for details. 
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Thwaytes Landing     52.6 hectares     Located in North Vancouver  Purchase begun 2002 

  The only access is by boat.  The property is located half-way up Indian Arm, across from the 
Buntzen Powerhouse stations on the west side.  Do not use the dock.  Land only on the beach.   
 
The Thwaytes Landing property includes 1,100 meters of shoreline along Indian Arm, near North 
Vancouver.  In 1927, Captain Tom Thwaytes with his wife Anya, a Russian princess, built the orginal 
heritage home still standing today.  The site protects a wide range of habitat types, from mature forest to 
steep moss covered cliffs and streams.  The GVRD is managing the site as a regional recreation area.   
There are currently no facilities for visitors.  They will be unavailable until a management plan is 
completed by the GVRD after the property is fully secured in 2004.  The purchase of the site is a 
partnership between TLC, the GVRD, the District of North Vancouver and the Pacific Parklands 
Foundation. 
Use the rocky beach as a day-use rest area only.  Please avoid all cliffs.  Respect the caretaker’s privacy 
and avoid the house, dock and the other buildings.  Please do not build fires. 
 
 

c  O  
Trincomali Nature Reserve    12 Ha.     Located on Galiano Is ., Covenanted in 2000 
 
TLC purchased approximately 12 hectares of land on Galiano Island and transferred it to the Islands Trust 
Fund for protection.  This property is located along the southwestern portion of Galiano Island along 
Trincomali Channel.  The property's isolated steeplands and bluffs provide important shelter and nesting 
sites for bird species such as cormorants and peregrine falcons..  As well, the land contains areas of mature 
Douglas Fir and Arbutus ecosystems and associated plant communities within and along headlands 
adjacent to the marine shore.  The Land Conservancy holds a Conservation Covenant on the land to ensure 
the protection of this important habitat. 
 
 

    
p

       
Wildwood   28.3 Hectares            Located near Ladysmith, Purchased in 2000 

Tours 1:00-3:00 pm every Saturday. 
 
Driving north on TransCanada Hwy., turn right onto Cedar Rd., turn right onto Yellowpoint 
then left onto Crane Rd. 

 Based at the Cowichan River Cabin, day-long Working Holidays are held at Wildwood to 
help with trail maintenance and general property maintenance.  See www.conservancy.bc.ca 
for 2003 dates. 

 
Located near Ladysmith on southern Vancouver Island BC, Wildwood is a forest that has been managed by 
Merve Wilkinson for many years, using 'ecoforestry methods'. Ecoforestry is a sustainable alternative to 
clear-cut logging.  The essence of ecoforesty is to perceive what the forest can supply us with without 
altering its basic ecological functions.  Over the years Wildwood has become a worldwide meeting place 
for foresters and students interested in alternatives to the industrial forestry that dominates British 
Columbia.  Wildwood preserves a precious resource for future generations while yielding income in the 
present.  Mr. Wilkinson has harvested the property with a view to enhancing its health and spacing.  
Subsequently, this has increased the production of timber at Wildwood.  Currently, Wildwood has more 
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wood on it today than when Mr. Wilkinson began managing the forest in 1938.  The vision for this property 
is that, through a partnership with the landowners and the Ecoforestry Institute, the land will continute to be 
worked as and ecoforestry site, and will be maintained and protected in perpetuity as an important heritage 
site.  This will be a tribute to Merve Wilkinson's work and a model to all who practice ecoforestry.  The 
Land Conservancy and the Ecoforestry Institute are committed to carrying on this legacy to Merve 
Wilkinson's work by working together to raise the one million dollars needed to purchase Wildwood.   

 
 

   O   
Wycliffe Wildlife Corridor            Located near Kimberley, Purchased in 2001 
  

Drive north on the highway from Cranbrook to Kimberley, the property is on the right of the 
highway after the St. Mary’s River. 

 
Wycliffe lies in the Rocky Mountain Trench of southeastern British Columbia, between the communities of 
Kimberley and Cranbrook, in BC's East Kootenays. Historically, the Trench contained a significant 
component of dry, low-elevation open forests and grassland habitats. These open forests and grasslands are 
rapidly being lost to sub-division and development, as well as to forest in-growth and encroachment due to 
fire suppression. 
Grassland ecosystems support a diversity of threatened or endangered species and are being developed at 
an alarming rate. Protection of the Wycliffe Wildlife Corridor is critical for long-term conservation 
strategies in the East Kootenays, where there are almost no protected areas with grassland habitats. The 
Wycliffe area is used extensively by elk, however, it is also highly desirable for development of residential 
properties and golf courses. This property being protected by TLC contains Class 1 winter range for elk and 
mule deer and is home to a diversity of threatened species, including yellow badgers, wild licorice, and 
Lewis' woodpecker.  
A long-term management plan for the area will be developed in conjunction with the Ministry of 
Environment and the ranchers who currently lease the properties. Grazing management plans will be 
adopted and will ensure that existing wildlife values are not compromised by conflicting practices. TLC 
will conduct restoration work on areas where there is significant forest in-growth. These lands will be held 
under the guardianship of the The Land Conservancy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


